THE 
UNITED BRETHREN’S 


Missionary Jutelligqencer, 


AND 


RELICIOVUS WIS CLLLANY 


4 


CONTAINING 


THE MOST RECENT ACCOUNTS RELATING TO THE UNITED BRETHREN’S MISSIONS 
AMONG THE HEATHEN; 


With other interesting Communications from the Records of that Church. 


eof? kk? a s.:C 3S ltCO FF 


SECOND QUARTER, 1822. Vow. I. 





Mission amoung the Cherokee Indians. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20.) 


From the last Report of the Directors of the Society for propagating the 
Gospel among the Heathen. 


Tuer preaching of the cross has continued to approve itself as the 
power of God unto salvation, to them that believe. Several have been 
led to inquire: “ What must I do to be saved?”—-And a saving faith 
has been wrought by the Holy Spirit, in those who opened their hearts 
to his influence. Such were added to the church by baptism, and 
some of them admitted to the Lord’s table. Others have been con- 
vinced of the necessity of a change, but were not yet resolved, to 
renounce sin and the world, and to devote themselves to the Lord that 
bought them. May the good shepherd follow these wanderers, till he 
find them, and bring them to his fold! May the baptism he was bap- 
tized with, continue to kindle a fire upon earth, until multitudes of all 
nations feel its genial warmth; that He may see of the travail of his 
soul, and be satisfied! “= 

On the 23d of July, 1820, two persons were added to the church by 
holy baptism, in presence of near 100 witnesses; viz. Anna Dorothea 
Tally, and Anna Elizabeth Lessley. The same day, the little family 
of communicants received an accession of three members, who, after 
preparatory instruction, had been solemnly confirmed in their baptismal 
covenant; viz. William Abraham Hicks, his wife Sarah Bethia Hicks, 
and Susanna Catharine Ridge. On the 13th of August, two more per- 
sons, Lydia Zauejuka, and her daughter Catharine Gann, were bap- 
tized; and on the 2d of September, the widow Sally McDonald, who 
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had been baptized at Brainerd, was received as a member of the con- 
gregation at Springplace. 

October 13th, Brother John R. Schmidt and his wife, arrived from 
Salem, North Carolina, in pursuance of their call to this mission, and 
were welcomed with joy by Brother and Sister Gambold, and their little 
flock of believing Indians. Encouraged by what the Lord had done 
among the Cherokees, they entered upon their duties with alacrity; 
but regretted to find Sister Margaret Ann Crutchfield, the first fruits 
of our labours among that nation, fast approaching her latter end. 
Brother Gambold had taken her into his family, with a view to more 
comfort and better attendance. On the 15th of the month (October) 
the communicants met in her chamber, when she partook of the holy 
supper for the last time; and on the 18th, she gently fell asleep in 
Jesus, after having been committed to him in fervent prayer, and with 
many tears, in presence of several relatives, visitors, and members of 
the congregation. Her funeral was the first in our burial ground, 
which was marked off on that occasion. The deceased was an instru- 
ment in the hands of the Lord, to declare the wonders of his grace 
among her people; and it was her greatest joy, when her testimony 
Was received.* 

Brother Schmidt having entered upon his duties, and succeeded to the 
charge of the School for fudian children at Springplace, Brother Gam- 
béld began to prepare for. removing to Oochgeelogy, according to ap- 
pointment. The members of the congregation residing there, and par- 
ticu'arly Brother Crutchfield, engaged to erect a temporary church and 
dwelling on his plantation, which Brother Gambold expected to 
occupy against Christmas. But, the work being delayed, our mission- 
aries celebrated that festival season jointly at Springplace, where two 
infants were baptized on that occasion. A grandchild of Brother 
Charles Renutus Hicks had been previously baptized by Brother 
Schmidt, on the 29th of October, when he delivered his first sermon. 

At the last communion before the close of the year, Sister Anna 
Dorothea Tally partook of that ordinance for the first time; and two 
other sisters likewise advanced in the privileges of the church. The 
year 1821 opened with a prospect of further increase. 

With a view, to relieve the missionaries from the labours of hus- 
bandry, and to enable them to devote their time exclusively to spiritual 
duties, Brother John Martin Lick, of Salem, arrived on the 9th of 
January, at Springplace; where he was likewise to instruct the Indian 
children in the pursuits of agriculture, agreeably to the design of go- 

®vernment, from whom the mission again received distinguished favours, 
during the above period. In acknowledging the receipt of Brother 
Gambold’s report, and statement of expenses for the year, the Secreta- 
ry of the War Department at Washington expressed the President’s 
approbation and his own, in a friendly letter, covering an order for $50, 


* A brief memoir of this interesting female has been published by the 
Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union. 
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in addition to the appropriation of last year. This aid is received the 
more gratefully, as our expenditures have been considerably increased. 
We are likewise much indebted to the Agent, our worthy friend, Col. 
Meigs, for the assistance rendered by him, notwithstanding the infirmi- 
ties of age. In like manner, we would remember before the Lord, out 
dear Brother Godfrey Haga, at Philadelphia, as a distinguished patron 
of this mission. 

In regard to the devoted zeal of our Sister Anna Rosina Gambold, 
which prompted her to spend her declining strength in the service of 
the Lord among her dear Indians, and caused her to anticipate with 
joy, their removal to Oochgeelogy, where a wide field of usefulness 
opened before her, the divine declaration was verified: “ My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord,” 
—who, in the case of his children, graciously accepts the will for the 
deed, and awards to them, for their willingness to be spent in his cause, 
the approving sentence: ‘“ Well done, good and faithful servant! Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord!”—A pectoral fever attacked this active 
handmaid of Christ, about the middle of January, and frequent parox- 
ysms of oppression on her breast consumed her little remains of 
strength. She nevertheless assisted in packing their moveables, and 
prepared to set out for Oochgeelogy. But, she was now to close her 

- pilgrimage, and to enter into that rest, which remaineth for the people 
of God. She breathed her last unexpectedly, on the 19th of February, 
while her dear husband accompanied her departing spirit with a tearful 
prayer to Him, who gave, and who hath also taken away. His loss, 
and that of the mission, is great; for, it was our departed Sister’s chief 
delight, to win souls for Jesus, and thus to evince her gratitude to 
Him, for what he had done for her soul. Here, she often breathed his 
dying love in poetic strains; she now joins in the more perfect anthems, 
which resound at the throne of God and the Lamb. 

The tears, shed at her funeral, which was attended by near 100 
mourners, testified how much she was respected and beloved. 

At the communion season in Lent, Sister Delila Amelia McNair was 
to partake of the holy supper for the first time; Sister Catharine Maria 
Gann was propounded for confirmation, and her mother Lydia Zaue- 
juka to be present as a candidate. 

On visiting Brother Charles R. Hicks, Brother Gambold had the 
long wished for happiness, to hear the wife of the former express a 
desire to be baptized; adding, that she was now resolved, to devote 
herself to the Saviour. 

On the 11th of April, Brother Gambold set out, by water, for Ooch- 
geelogy, where he arrived on the 18th. His dwelling not being com- 
pleted, he took up his abode for the present, in a little cabin, where 
Brother Crutchfield, whose house also had not been finished, was lodg- 
ing with two of his men.—He was pleased with the idea of beginning 
his missionary labours there on Palm Sunday; but, by reason of unfa- 
vourable weather and sickness, part of the little flock of eight souls, 
residing in that neighbourhood, were prevented from attending during 
that solemn week, and at the celebration of the holy communion. The 
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Lord, however, was sensibly present. The meetings were held at 
Brother William Abraham Hicks’. On Easter Sunday, the house was 
crowded with attentive hearers. 

At Springplace, they likewise had a blessed season. On Good Fri- 
day, upwards of forty Indians and whites listened with attention and 
devotion to the account of our Saviour’s sufferings and death. On 
Easter morning, during that part of the service for the day, which 
refers to the spirits of the just made perfect, every eye was suffused 
with tears, in recollection of the two precious souls, recently translated 
to the church’ triumphant. 

Brother Schmidt and his wife are tenderly united with their Indian 
converts in mutual love, and he repeatedly expresses the fond hope, 
that the Lord will yet gather a numerous congregation from among the 
Cherokees. The school, which, after Sister Gambold’s decease, had 
been reduced to three scholars, has again increased to eighteen; and 
several additional applications were made, which could not be met for 
the time being. 

The temporal and spiritual welfare of these children, is near to the 
hearts of the missionaries. Reciprocal affection sweetens their toil, 
and they cherish a hope, that the opportunity thus afforded, of impress- 
ing upon their tender minds, the love of our Savior, will not be lost. 
Between schoo! hours, Brother Lick employs the children usefully in 
agricultural pursuits. 

The former scholars of Brother and Sister Gambold, who are now in 
the Missionary Institution at Cornwall, with a view to be prepared for 
the ministry among their nation, keep up a friendly correspondence 
with the Brethren Gambold and Steiner, gratefully remembering the 
impressions of early piety, imbibed in the school at Springplace. 

At the date of this Report, the number of Cherokee converts, 
scattered in the vicinity of Springplace and Oochgeelogy, amounts 
to 14; of whom, 11 are communicants; to the above add 1 candidate 
for baptism. Total 15 souls. 


— 


Mission among the Indians, 
At NEWFAIRFIELD, on the River Thames, Upper Canada. 


From the last Report of the Directors of the Society for propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen. 


Tuts mission is under the care of Brother Abraham Luckenbach and 
his wife, and Brother Adam Haman, who pursue their labours in unity 
of spirit, and experiente the gracious assistance of the Lord, in their 
external and internal concerns. Newfairfield and its vicinity were 
several times visited with epidemics, and during the first seven weeks 
of the year 1821, seven persons departed this life; among the rest, a 
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married female Indian, who was baptized on her death bed, and named 
Susanna. Four persons died of the measles. 

The mission sustained a severe loss, by the departure of the native 
assistant, Jacob; who entered into the joy of his Lord, on the 27th of 
January, in the 62d year of his age. He had faithfully served the In- 
dian congregation for 23 years, and was greatly beloved and respected 
by his countrymen, as an example to the flock. Muay the Lord be 
pleased to raise up more witnesses from among the nation, and endow 
them with the gracious gifts of His Spirit! 

Our Heavenly Father so provided for our Indians, during the year, 
that none suffered from want. Although the summer was not promising, 
they gathered in a good crop, particularly of Indian corn. 

The internal state of this mission is pretty uniform. Instances of 
the Lord’s mercy, and of His Spirit’s influence on old and young, are 
not wanting; which revives the courage and: strengthens the faith of our 
missionaries, when tried by discouragements and difficulties. Great 
joy was excited, about the beginning of April, by the arrival of a few 
copies of a harmony of the four Gospels, translated into the Delaware 
language by the late venerable Brother David Zeisberger, and printed 
by the Female Missionary Society, at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; ac- 
companied by the pleasing information, that a considerable quantity of 
these books, together with Delaware Hymn books and Spelling books, 
were on their way thither. 

During the Passion-week and Easter, the daily lessons were read in 
the church from this translation; and we indulge a fond hope, that the 
introduction of this book into the families of our Indians will be attend- 
ed with a blessed effect. A letter of July 16th, from Brother Lucken- 
bach, acknowledges the receipt of the above and other articles, sent on 
as presents for the missionaries and their people; for all which they 
return most cordial thanks. 

The meetings for worship, and the school for children, have been 
regularly attended to, with such intermissions only, as are inseparable 
from the Indian mode of living. 

During the year 1820, two adults and eight children had been bap- 
tized Six adults and seven children departed this life. One person 
had been re-admitted to church-fellowship; and two became candi- 
dates for the Lord’s Supper. 

The Indian congregation, at the close of 1820, consisted of 107 
adults, and 45 children; together 152 souls. Of this number, forty- 


two are communicants; five unbaptized adults, and eight unbaptized 
children. 
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Further particulars relative to the Indian Mission, 


From the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Brother Jdhn Gambold, at Oochgeelogy, having occupied his little 
eabin there, on the 15th of June, 1821, the Holy Communion was sub- 
sequently admmistered to his little flock; previous to which, Sister 
Cxtharine Maria Gann was solemnly confirmed in her baptismal cove- 
nant, and then admitted to the Lord’s table A regular missionary 
establishment is very much desired in the neighbourhood where Bro- 
ther Gambold now resides, especially with a view to a school for chil- 
dren,. of whom several live within four or five miles of the place, who 
understand and speak the English language. 

Letters, dated September and October, mention, that Brother Gam- 
bold had been seriously ill, in the course of the former month, but had 
recovered. On the 14th of October, the wife of Brother Charles Hicks 
received the ordinance of holy baptism, at Springplace, under a power- 
ful sense of the Lord’s presence, and was named Anna Felicia. About 
80 or 90 persons, whites, Indians and blacks, were present; but the 
missionaries had to regret the absence of Brother Hicks himself, who 
was unavoidably prevented from attending. 

Brother Schmidt, in a letter of January 15th, 1822, describes himself 
and his wife as enjoying good health, and actively engaged in their 
missionary labours. ‘The number of scholars had increased to 21, all 
of whom, however, are rarely present at any time, and some of them 
absent but too long. Evidences of a gracious work in their souls were 
not wanting, and the missionaries are encouraged to hope, that at least 
some of the number will be lastingly benefitted, and adorn the doctrines 
they are taught. 

At the last communion season, Sister Nancy Adair was present as a 
candidste. At Christmas, Springplace was resorted to by people of 
various descriptions. Divine service 1s attended regularly by a num- 
ber of blacks, who however, as yet, give no evidence of any effect of 
the gospel upon their hearts and lives. Brother Schmidt mentions di- 
vers particulars, relative to the progress in civilization, made by the 
Cherokees, who contemplate erecting a national metropolis around 
their new council house, about 18 miles from Springplace, to be called 
Newtown. 

Brother Schmidt returns thanks, in behalf of himself and Indians, 
for the text-books sent on from Bethlehem; some of which he had for- 
warded to Brother Gambold, who was enjoying good health in his soli- 
tude at Oochgeelogy. 

Brother John George Proske, heretofore an assistant missionary at 
Goshen, having received a call to serve among the Cherokees, set out 
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for that station from Bethlehem, by way of Litiz and Salem, attended 
by our best wishes and prayers. 

The last letter, received from Brother Gambold, dated February 
18th, left him and his people in general health. 


—>_——_ 


NEWFAIRFIELD, (Urrer Canapa.) 


Brother Luckenbach writes, October 2d, 1821: “ On the 17th of 
September, we celebrated a happy, and, we humbly hope, a blessed 
anniversary of this congregation, after having conversed individually 
with all the adult members. ‘The good effects of that celebration have 
since appeared in a more regular attendance on divine worship. At 
the preceding communion season, two young men, Philip and Jacob, 
were admitted to the Lord’s table, after previous confirmation. On 
the above day, an Indian female, Philippina, who had been excluded 
20 years ago, was re-admitted to church-fellowship. Although few 
advance in the privileges of the church, we still have abundant cause 
to bless the Lord for His mercies, and humbly trust, that, notwithstand- 
ing the manifold defects which are apparent, He will not cast us off, 
but heal our diseases, and put away from us, whatever is displeasing in 
His sight.” The missionary family enjoyed good health, and their 
Indians were in general more exempt from disease, though some had 
been seriously ill of malignant fevers. 

A letter of the 10th of November, gives the same favourable account, 
adding, that the crop of Indian corn had been very good, and that 
several new houses had been added to their village. 

Accounts dated the 4th and 9th of December, mention a continuance 
of health through the fall, which had heretofore been a sickly season in 
that neighbourhood. The spiritual state of the congregation throughout 
the year, had afforded more cause for joy than regret. While part of 
the Indians were absent, to receive their annual presents from govern- 
ment, the missionaries had an agreeable visit on the part of several 
families from the vicinity of Albany, on their way to Sackanaw, 70 
miles northwest of Detroit, where they intended to settle as missiona- 
ries among the Chippewxys. The strangers declared, thit nothing was 
wanting to make the happiness of this interview complete, but the 
opportunity which they missed, of seeing our little flock assembled 
together. 

The latest accounts were dated January 17th, 1822, and conveyed 
pleasing intelligence. Brother Luckenbach writes: “ We cannot be 
sufficiently thankful to the Lord, for the peace and quietness we enjoy 
in our village. Divine worship during the late festival season was well 
attended, and, as we are led to hope, from the declarations we have 
heard, not without a blessed effect. The subject of our S»viour’s birth 
was listened to with great attention; a consider:ble number of heathen 
from the Upper Town being also present. We had the satisfaction to 
hear some of them occasionally express themselves in such a manner, 
as to cherish a hope, that they are looking for something better tham, 
Paganism, and perhaps may in the sequel juin us; although experience 
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has taught us, that such resolutions frequently prove abortive, and are 
not to be calculated upon, On the 6th of January, an Indian, named 
George, was re-admitted; he had been excluded many years back, but 
latterly was very anxious to return. ‘This circumstance seemed to 
make a favourable impression upon the careless among our young peo- 
ple; as he hed formerly been foremost in every thing that is evil, and 
now appeared before the congregation as a penitent, weeping for 
mercy. At the last communion, an Indian Sister, Abigail, became a 
candidate for that ordinance. Between Christmas and New-Year, a 
heathen female, who had been taken ill while here, was baptized on 
her death bed, and named Margaret. Several days after, she departed, 
as we have reason to believe, happily in the Lord, and was interred in 
our grave yard.” 

The cold had been very severe and lasting, and there was much 
travelling over the ice in the river Thames near the town. The dwell- 
ing of the Missionaries was to be enlarged, and the Indian Brethren 
assisted cheerfully in the work, improving the conveyance by sleighing, 
in hauling the timber to the spot. 


——— 


Various Missionary Accounts. 


From’ the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 


ST. CROIX. 


Letters from the Brethren Sybrecht and Matthew Wied, at Frie- 
densfeld and Friedensberg, dated July 19th, &c. 1821, conveyed the 
pleasing intelligence, that, particularly at the former place, the number 
of new applicants was daily increasing, and that dufing the two years 
since the consecration of the church there, the congregation had re- 
ceived considerable additions. At the close of 1820, it consisted of 
2090 souls, including candidates for baptism. From Easter 1820 to 
Easter 1821, there had been baptized yl received as members of the 
congregation, 171 persons, and 1#0 had been admitted to the Lord’s 
supper. 

At Friedensberg, our Missionaries experienced a remarkable preser- 
vation, on the 18th of July, when the grass and bushes of a dry lagoon 
were set on fire, and the flames, aided by the prevailing drought and 
high wind, seized upon the stubble of a neighbouring sugar plantation, 
which bordered on the church and dwellings of our Missionaries; filling 
the atmosphere with smoke, and causing an intolerable degree of het. 
Under the blessing of Providence, the activity of the people succeeded 
in checking the fire, before it could do any damage to the buildings; 
but one negro fell a s»crifice to his exertions. We united with our 
Brethren, in magnifying the Lord for His signal mercy, in delivering 
them from imminent danger. 





VARIOUS MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS. 
SURINAM. 


Brother Genth, at Paramaribo, in a letter of August 14th, 1821, 
stated, that the Lord continued to bless the Missionary work there. 
From Easter to Whitsuntide, 48 persons applied for the privileges of 
the church. The Missionaries were in tolerable health; Brother Buck, 
however, was not sufficiently restored, to return to his destined post on 
the Neukeer river. 

The inhabitants of the city were busily engaged in rebuilding their 
dwellings, destroyed by fire in the month of January; and provisions 
bore a moderate price. 


ome 
ST. THOMAS. 


Brother Hohe at New-Herrnhut, reported, Nov. 26th, 1821, that our 
Missionaries in the Danish Islands were well; the Sisters Gloeckler and 
Blitt having recovered from the fever. 

Later accounts contain the foliowing particulars: Brother Maehr 
and his wife arrived at Nisky, on the 10th of December, after a passage 
of three weeks from Philadelphia. Soon after their arrival, Sister 


Maehr was taken ill with the fever, and her dissolution was expected; 
but she subsequently recovered. Brother Siewers and his wife, after 
serving the mission for a number of years, have retired to the United 
States; and Brother Huenerbein expected to go on a visit to Europe. 
On the other hand, the Brethren Boenhof and Damus, with their wives, 
arrived on the 9th of February, to labour in the Danish islands. 


—— 


ANTIGUA. 


The Missionaries were expecting an accession to their numbers. 
Including the two new places, the Brethren now have six missionary 
settlements in that island. Sunday schools have ‘been established at 
all the old stations, St. John’s excepted. Brother Sautter, at the latter 
place, had several attacks of sickness; the rest of the missionaries were 
in health. 


—p— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Brother Latrobe, at London, mentions, November Ist, 1821, that 
our missionary station at Enon, on the borders of Caffraria, was in a 
promising state. The missionary family had been increased by Brother 
Lemmerz from Gnadenthal, with his wife, and two Sisters from Eu- 
rope. A temporary church had been erected and consecrated to the 
wership of God our Saviour. # 





RECENT MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Recent Missionary Intelligence. 


— 


From the latest Reports of the Elders’ Conference of the Unity. 


GREENLAND. 


Lerrers received from New Herrnhut, dated June and August, 
1821, mention, that the health of the Missionaries on that station con- 
tinued favourable; while the prevalence of damp weather, during the 
months of June and July, had occasioned dangerous colds among the 
Greenlanders, which had interrupted the activity of the Missionaries, 
during the seven most auspicious weeks of the summer season, and in 
the sequel greatly augmented their labours. The spiritual state of the 
Greenland congregation was more encouraging and hopeful, than be- 
fore; divine worship was very numerously attended throughout the 
winter, the communicants walked worthily of their profession, the 
young people were more attentive to the things belonging to their 
peace, and the children were in a better state of subordination. The 
indifference of ten persons, who had been excluded, was a solitary 
cause of regret. From the date of the accounts of last year down to 
the above period, six persons had been received as members of the 
congregation; eight admitted to the Lord’s table; and five heathen, 
who had removed to New Herrnhut two years ago, were baptized. 
The congregation consisted of 362 souls, of which number, 168 were 
communicants. The winter had been uncommonly mild; the cold 
never exceeding 15} degrees below 0, by Reaumur’s thermometer, and 
the Greenlanders ‘suffered no want of provisions. On the 27th of Fe- 
bruary, they had a severe storm, resembling a tornado. One hundred 
years having elapsed, since the worthy Danish Missionary Egede com- 
menced the Greenland mission, a jubilee has been appointed by the 
Danish Government, to be celebrated on the 16th Sunday after Trinity, 
whereof notice has been sent to all the settlements of the Danish and 
United Brethren’s Missions. 


rr 


LABRADOR. 


A pleasing letter from Brother Kohlmeister, dated Nain, August 
25th, 1821, is acknowledged. The ship Harmony had a prosperous 
passage out, and back again. She sailed from the coxst of Labrador, 
on the $d of September, and on the 26th of the same month reached 
the mouth of the Thames. Brother-Jacob Nissen, and his wife, after 
having laboured among the Esquimaux successfully for 24 years, re- 
turned from Hopedale to Europe. In their company, Brother Adam 
Halter, who had received a call to South Africa, likewise arrived from 
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Labrador. At Nain, Brother Traugott Martin departed this life, 
March 9th, aged 62 years, while preparing to prosecute his missionary 
labours with renewed ardour. The three Esquimaux congregations 
were growing in grace and knowledge, and also in numbers; a special 
work of the spirit appeared among the young people. From the ‘ship- 
ping-season, in 1820, to the 9th of August, 1821, there had been bap- 
tized »t all the three stations 23 adults, and 21 children; 20 persons 
admitted to the Lord’s table; and the total of all the members amount- 
ed to 516; to which may be added, 68 new applicants. At Okkak a 
new church and dwelling house had been erected, and the Brethren 
were occupied in finishing the interiour. Brother John Lundberg, at 
Nain, and Brother John Peter Christian Stock, at Hopedale, were ad- 
mitted to the holy order of Deacons. When the jubilee was celebrated 
on the 9th of August, Commodore Martin, who was sent out by the 
Governor of Newfoundland, to explore the Labrador coast, and particu- 
larly to visit the missionary stations of the Brethren, had just arrived 
at Nain, in a ship of war, and cheerfully took part in the solemnities of 
the day. At all the three stations, he evinced the most friendly dispo- 
sition towards the Missionaries, and observed, that the converted Es- 
quimaux were not Christians in name only, but in reality. 


8 


ST. KITTS. 


According to accounts, received from the Brethren Procop and 
Kaltofen, dated August, 1821, the Lord continued to bless their labours 
at Basseterre and Bethesda. Since the cvnsecration of the church at 
Bethesda, the number of hearers had greatly increased. The last 
time, the Missionaries conversed individually with their people, 874 
persons attended. The blacks from 20 different plantations resort to 
this place; four adults had been baptized, during the above period; 14 
were received as members of the congregation, and the same number 
admitted to the Holy Communion. The extraordinary heat and 
drought which prevailed, proved very oppressive to the Missionaries, 
and occasioned various contagious diseases in the island. 

Later accounts from the Brethren Procop and Johansen, at Basse- 
terre, dated September 13th, mention the hurricane, which visited St. 
Kitts, in the early part of that month. Had it continued longer than 
four hours, few houses could have resisted its violence. It was more 
severe than that of 1819, but of shorter duration. Both dwellings and 
inhabitants at our settlements were spared; only spouts and énclosures 
were carried away, at Basseterre and Bethesda. Our Missionaries 
were unfeignedly thankful for this preservation. On the 3d of Sep- 
tember, three adults were baptized at the former place, 15 received us 
members of the congregation, and the same number added to the can- 
didates for baptism. On the 9th, they celebrated a solemn memorial 
day, with 203 married members of the congregation. 

Letters, dated October 29th, state, that Brother Kaltofen and his 
wife, at Bethesday had both been taken ill. The negro-flock increa- 
sed from month to month. 
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ST. CROIX. 


Brother Lehman, at Friedensthal, in a letter, dated July 25th, 1821, 
gives a favourable account of the mission there. A special work ap- 
peared among the baptized children, who flocked to the public meet- 
ings, and private conversations with the Missionaries. Divine worship 
on the Lord’s day was attended by the blacks in great numbers, among 
whom were many of the English church, which was then without a 
pastor. A drought of long continuance gave rise to dangerous disor- 
ders, especially among European residents; and the want of water was 
severely felt. 


CALMUC MISSION. 


Advices from Sarepta, dated October 19th, 1821, give the following 
details. ‘‘ Two weeks ago, Brother Schill arrived safely with his little 
Calmuc flock, on the opposite bank of the Wolga, 25 wersts from Sa- 
repta, where they would have had excellent pasture for their cattle, if 
circumstances had rendered it expedient for them to remain there. 
We accordingly invited them to our own ground, and the small island 
in the Wolga will probably become their abode. They amount to 22 
souls. ‘The two Derboet families, who voluntarily accompanied them, 
from attachment to the gospel, are likewise very quiet people. Their 
herd of domestic animals, consisting of camels, horses, cows and sheep, 
amounts to about 70 head. Shortly, Brother Schill intends returning 
to the horde, to fetch away the Brethren Loos and Dehm; thus will 
they all be settled on our land, until spring, when we shall see, what 
Providence may further direct.” 

Later accounts say: “ The little Calmuc flock lives peaceably and 
happily on the small island in the Wolga. ‘The three Brethren visit 
them occasionally, until their log-house on the island is ready for their 
reception.” 


i 


ANTIGUA. 


A pleasing account is given of the progress of the mission in the 
Island of Antigua. The Passion-week and Easter, was distinguished 
at all the four stations, as a blessed season. At Gracehill, since Easter 
of 1820, there had been baptized 158 adults, and 81 admitted to the 
Lord’s table. 

Brother Richter, at St. John’s, writes, September 12th, 1821: “ On 
the 2d instant we had a blessed prayer day, when 26, adults were bap- 
tized, 46 received as members of the congregation, and 82 added to 
the candidates for baptism. On the 9th, we celebrated a happy me- 
morial-day with our single men and widowers, uncomScious of the ter- 
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rours awaiting us that very might. The prevailing heat, which rose to 
90 and 92 degrees by Fahrenheit’s thermometer, terminated in a tremen- 
dous hurricane, which made our old dwellings to crack and tremble, 
while the water rushed in, through doors, windows, and réofs. The 
storm lasted from midnight to day-break. Fences, gates, spouts, and 
branches of trees were carried to a distance.” * 

Our Missionaries returned thanks to the Lord for His mercies, in 
preserving their church and dwellings. At Gracehill and Gracebay, 
outhouses and enclosures suffered considerably. At Newfield no dam- 
age was done, 

On the 5th of November, the corner stone of a church and mission- 
house was laid in The Valley; which new station will bear the name of 
Cedar-Hall; and on the 25th of the same month, our Brethren expected 
to consecrate the new church, built by Mr. Otto, at Mountjoy. 


—<—— 


JAMAICA. 


We learn, by letters dated the Ist and 29th of October, 1821, that 
Brother Hoch and his wife intended to return shortly from Friendship 
to Carmel, which became the more necessary, as Brother Hafa had 
been unexpectedly bereft of his partner, on the Sd instant, in the 3ist 
year of her age. Several planters in Mile Gully are very desirous to 
see a missionary station established in that district. The desire after 
the preached word, evinced by the blacks attending at Carmel, con- 
tinued undiminished, and their numbers increased every week. 

Brother Hoch mentions in a letter, dated Friendship, October 24th, 
that the eagerness of the negroes among the Mayday Moyptains, to 
hear the gospel, was still increasing, and the Brethren were very 
anxious to begin a missionary station in that quarter. 


—_————— 


ST. THOMAS. 


Brother Hohe, at New Herrnhut, writes, August 9th, with deep 
regret, that Sister Ann Elizabeth Huenerbein at Nisky had departed 
this life, on the 5th instant, aged 47 years. On the 28th of July, the 
Brethren Philip Goetz, and John N. Petersen were admitted to the 
holy order of Deacons. 


» SOUTH AFRICA. 


A letter from Brother Hallbeck, dated Gnadenthal, near the Cape 
of Good Hope, October 9th, 1821, states the following partivulars:— 
“ Notwithstanding many imperfections, the gracious work of the Holy 
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Spirit among the believing Hottentots is undeniable. On the S0th of 
September, we had a very distinguished prayer-day, when eight adults 
were baptized, and the same number received as members of the con- 
gregation.” The Rev. Dr. Philip, superintendent of the stations of the 
London Missionary Society, was present on that occasion, and took a 
lively interest in the transactions of the day. In regard to externals, 
great distress prevails, and the prospect is very gloomy, as it has the 
appearance, as though the country would again be visited by a failure 
of the crops, and consequent scarcity of provisions. Unfavourable 
reports in tegard to the condition of the grain, have reached us from 
different parts, and in our immediate vicinity a distressing drought pre- 
vails. Importations of bread stuffs from England have already become 
necessary, and the effects of a second failure would. be awful. . At all 
events, the majority of our dear Hottentots would have to disperse, in 
order to sustain life. We commend ourselves and them, together with 
our fellow-inhabitants, to the prayers of our Brethren and friends 
abroad.” All our Missionaries were in health, with the exception of 
Brother Voigt. Brother Hallbeck was to pay a visit to Enon, at the 
request of the Brethren there. 


— 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


On the 6th of January, (being Epiphany) we took a pleasing view 
of our 31 missionary stations, and remembered affectionately our 168 
missionaries, labouring among the heathen. We returned thanks to 
the Lord, for the grace bestowed upon the United Brethren’s Church, 
in making*us instrumental in the spreading of His gospel, and looked 
up. to Him for His continual help, in enabling us to continue this great 
work, by raising up well-qualified heralds of the cross, and supplying 
us with the necessary means for their support. We fervently prayed, 
that He would take our congregations from among the heathen into 
His holy keeping, watch graciously over our missionaries, crown their 
testimony with His effectual blessing, visit more and more tribes of 
benighted gentiles, and have mercy upon His ancient covenant people. 
We implored His benediction upon all other Societies, who co-operate 
with us in the same labour of love, that they may be strengthened and 
aided in their exertions, to gather in the reward for the travail of His 
soul. ' 

On the 19th of January, (the anniversary of the commencement of 
the Mission i Greenland by our Brethren, 89 yevrs ago) our three 
congregations in that country, together with the Missionaries labouring 
among them, were a special object of our fervent supplications, that 
the Lord would set them to His praise, and they*with one heart and 
voice may glorify His saving name. 
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NEAR THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, FOR JULY, AUGUST. AND SEPTEMBER, 1820. 


On the 4th and 5th of July, we spoke with all the candidates for 
B ptism, new applicants and children, as is usual every quarte® and 
wer@ in general much encouraged by their declarations, which evinced 
the continuance of a work of grace in their souls. 

6th.—The Brethren Stein and Schulz went to the coast, near 
Gaensekraal, where two whales were stranded, probably during a pur- 
suit. One had lost its head: it was supposed that 30 waggon-loads of 
blubber might be obtained from them. 

On the 7th we spoke with seven adults, who were appointed to be 
baptized on the following day. This solemn transaction was attended 
by a powerful sense of the Lord’s presence. Three children were also 
baptized, and three persons added to the candidates for Baptism. 

14th. We had an agreeable visit from Mr. Parker, an English gen- 
tleman, who had Janded with a party of emigrants, at Saldanha bay, 
but not finding a sufficient quantity of unoccupied land at Clanwilliam, _ 
was going to Capetown, to make further arrangements. He expressed 
himself much pleased with our settlement. 

On the 16th, Gert Rodezand, one of the oldest inhabitants of this 
place, was baptized. He expressed, with great emotion, his thankful- 
ness to the Lord, who had shown mercy to so great a sinner. 

19th. The Brethren Stein and Schulz went with two waggons, and 
a sufficient number of hands, to the coast, and cut off as much blubber 
from the stranded whales, as the waggons would hold. It was of a 
good quality, and twelve inches thick. 

23d. The present drought having put a stop to all labour in the 
field, and all our people being at home, the services this week were 
well attended. In public worship we offered up prayers, that our Hea- 
venly Father would grant us a refreshing rain. 

29th. Sister Leitner returned with her husband from Capetown. 
We joined in giving thanks to the Lord, for her recovery from a dan- 
gerous illness: and shall always consider ourselves under great obliga- 
tions to Dr. Ware, for the unwearied and faithful care, which he has 
shown in his attenddhce on the patient, and for which he would take 
no reward. But we pray, that he, and all our other friends and bene- 
factors, who have distinguished themselves by their labours of love, 
may be rewarded by the Lord Himself, with His choicest blessings. 

On the same day, it pleased God to send us a plentiful supply of rain, 
which set all hands diligently to work in the corn-fields. 

Sist. Having divided into portions a present of clothing, sent by a 
well-known benefactress, in London, we called together all the poor 
of our congregation, consisting chiefly of children, widows, and a few 
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married women, to make the distribution. When they were ranged ia 
a circle, we addressed them, on the kindness and liberality shown to 
them by our friends at home, and particularly by the generous friend 
alluded to; after which, each received the allotted portion. They af- 
terwards expressed their gratitude by singing a verse, imploring a 
blessing upon their kind benefactress. A Caffre woman was likewise 
called, some articles of clothing having been appropriated for her, that 
she might be able to appear at church; but she was afraid to come, 
under an idea, that she was to be sent off to her own country; 
whichy under existing laws, has thrice happened to her. She endeav- 
ours to earn her living, by carrying wood, and other labour. On the 
30th, she was present at the public preaching, in her new clothes, and 
showed much attention. May our Saviour grant, that she may be 
truly converted; she understands Dutch, but cannot speak it. 

August 9th. We spoke with the baptized, who are not yet commu- 
nicants. Some who had been excluded from this class, came and con- 
fessed their deviations, begging for re-admission. On the following 
day, while we were speaking with the communicants, a special messen- 
ger arrived from Capetown, sent by the Fiscal, Mr. De Nyssen, and 
the Landdrost, Mr. Stoll, to inform us, that 30 of the convicts on 
Robben island had broke prison; and, having seized upon a quantity 
of arms, murdered several soldiers and centirfels, wounded others, and 
effected their escape in some small boats! Among them were several 

 Caffre prisoners. As they took a course towards the West coast, the 
Veldcornet Van Rhenen ordered a party of our men under arms, to 
attend him to the sea-coast. They were followed in the afternoon, by 
many of the citizens. In our place and premises, eight men were 
posted as guards during the night. On the evening of the 11th, we 
heard that most of the deserters had been killed or taken, on the Blue- 
berg and Kuhberg hills. Others were drowned «by the upsetting of 
the boats, and among them. Lynx, a noted Caffre captain. 

13th. Early, we met to consider the important event, commemora- 
ted in the Brethren’s Church on this day,* which afforded profitable 
subjects, both for the public service in the morning, and a discourse 
in the evening to the congregation. The Lord made it a day of great 
blessing to our Hottentot flock, more especially, while we celebrated 
the Holy Communion. Nine persons. were present as candidates. 

16th. We spoke with all the children of both sexes; but were 
sorry to find many of them in a state of much indifference, which made 
us cry unto the Lord, in behalf of our youth. In the following days, 
classes were held with the different divisions of the congregation. 

2ist. In the afternoon, Brother Stein set out for the neighbourhood 
of Riebeck’s Castel, to purchase some cattle, at an auction held there. 
On his journey, he spent the night with a farmer, who soon showed his 


* Norz, On the 13th of August, 1727, the first congregation of the Re- 
newed Church of the United Brethren, at Herrnhut, experienced a remarka- 


ble visitation of grace, when partaking of the Holy Communion in the Church 
at Berthelsdorf. : 
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contempt of religion, and religious persons, and among the rest, of al} 
ministers and missionaries. He concluded his remarks upon them, by 
saying, “ that he lived and acted as he pleased; that there was a time 
“ for all things; a time to go to church, a time to dance, and to teach 
* his children to dance, nor need any one be strictly virtuous.” Bro- 
ther Stein replied, “ And would you dance under the gallows, on 
*“‘ which your father suffered the merited punishment of death.” “God 
“ forbid,” exclaimed the farmer, “ how could I dance there.’ The 
missionary answered, “Then consider, that the Son of God, who is our 
*“ Creator and our Lord, suffered innocently for us, bearing all our 
sins, and likewise those in which you seem to delight, in His own 
“ body, on the cross, becoming a curse for us, and dying a death of 
‘* pain and torment, far greater, than what a man suffers on the gal- 
“lows. If you reflect upon this, you will no longer wish to live the 
* slave of sin.” The farmer replied, “ O Sir, such words I have never 
“ heard before; and I beg as a favour, that whenever you, or any of 
“your Brethren, come this way, you would always make my house 
* your home.” 

27th. We had a meeting for prayer and intercession at the church, 
which was numerously attended by our Hottentots. During this month, 
we had many visitors. 

September 2d. His Excellency, the acting Governor, Sir Rufane 
Donkin, paid us a short, but agreeable visit. He was followed on the 
8th, by our friend Mr. Hanke, with a large company from Capetown, 
who spent two days with us, to mutual satisfaction. 

11th. Sister Bonatz was taken so ill, that we all expected her de- 
parture. She at first entertained hopes of a recovery; but in the even- 
ing of the 12th, it appeared plainly, that the Lord would soon grant 
her a releave from her sufferings. The whole missionary family ha- 
ving assembled, a fervent prayer was offered up, commending her 
departing spirit into the hands of her faithful Redeemer: shortly after 
which, her soul took flight to the realms of everlasting bliss. She was 
in the 45th year of her age. 

The same evening, Mr. Mathiesen, the president of the Court of 
Judicature, with his lady, and other company, arrived here on a visit. 
They left us in the afternoon of the 14th, having taken a view of the 
settlement, and presented us with a handsome donation, towards the 
expences of the church and school. 

15th. In the afternoon, the whole congregatior attended the fune- 
ral of our late departed sister. All were deeply affected. The Hot- 
tentots mourned for the loss of this handmaid of Christ, whose attention 
to the welfare of all committed to her, in the faithful discharge of 
every duty, had endeared her to the whole congregation, and especially 
to those of her own sex. 

20th. Four persons were confirmed previous to their first enjoyment 
of the Holy Communion; of which sacred ordinance, they partook, on 
the 23d, with the communicant congregation. During the course of 
this month, we had several refreshing showers, and the pleasantness 
I 
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of the weather brought many visitors from Capetown. We commend 
ourselves, and the cause we are favoured to serve, to the remembrance 
and prayers of all our Brethren and friends. 

J. G@ BONATZ, 

I. M. P_ LEITNER, 

J. J. STEIN. 


AGGOGITE 


Of the commencement of the United Brethren’s Mission among the 
ESQUIMAUX INDIANS, on the Coast of Labrador. 


(wRITTEN BY THE LATE BROTHER JENS HAVEN.) 


*« Tue first impulse that I felt in my mind, to go to Labrador, was 
excited by the news, received in 1753, that Brother Erhard* had been 
murdered by the Esquimaux. I sought, as far as practicable, to inform 
myself by means of maps and books, of the situation and nature of that 
country. In 1758, I received a call to Greenland. I disclosed to the 
late count Zinzendorf, the desire I had harboured for six years in my 
breast, to carry to the savages of Labrador the tidings concerning their 
Creator and Redeemer. That eminent man of God seemed at first a 
little doubtful, as to the propriety of my going; he, however, gave me 
his benediction and said: ‘‘ Go to Greenland in the first instance, and 
learn the language there; the Saviour will care for the rest!” Being 
arrived in Greenland, I soon became very much attached to the Green- 
landers. I accordingly endeavoured to persuade myself, it was the 
Lord’s will, that 1 should serve him in this nation. But not quite six 
months after, I dreamed, that somebody said to me with a loud voice: 
‘* Greenland is not your field of action. Learn the language of this 
people; then you shall go toa nation, with whom a Brother never be- 
fore conversed!” I awoke—but the same night I dreamed, that I heard 
the same words twice again; they were accordingly deeply impressed 
on my mind. 

* In 1762, I was recalled from Greenland. My attachment to the 
Greenlanders had become so ardent, that I fancied I could no longer 


* John Christian Erhard went to Labrador in 1752, in the capacity of ship’s 
mate, with four other Brethren, in order to establish a mission there; but im- 
prudently venturing among the natives, he and his companions lost their lives. 
It was owing to this event, or rather to the captain’s remonstrance, that ha- 
ving lost six men, he knew not how to work the vessel on the voyage home- 
wards, that those four Brethren were induced to return with him to England. 
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live happy without them. The Brethren at Herrnbut were not oppo- 
sed to my returning to Greenland; but the longing desire I secretly 
felt, to go among the Esquimaux, prevented me, notwithstanding I saw 
almost insurmountable difficulties in my way. I discovered this irre- 
sistible impulse of many years standing, to the conference. In conse- 
quence of their assent, I actually set out in 1764, attended by their 
benedictions, in the name of the Lord, on my journey to Labrador. 

“The numerous proofs I received, of the gracious protection of our 
dear Lord, the words of scripture in the text-book so admirably suited 
to my wants, on the days of my departure from London, of my arrival 
in Labrador, and of my first interview with the Esquimaux, will ever 
remain indelibly engraven on my mind. Innumerable instances of the 
immediate direction and guidance of the Lord, constrain me to confess: 
* Lord! ‘Thou alone canst do all things! Who can stay Thy hand?” 

“ The affectionate reception I met with from the Esquimaux, on my 
first arrival in 1764; the eager desire they manifested the year following, 
towards me and my Brethren, while reconnoitering the country, to 
hear of their Creator and to converse with us; the urgent request of the 
savages, which they often repeated, that we would take up our abode 
with them; and above all, the mighty stir among these people, more 
powerful than Brother Drachart* and myself had ever seen it in Green- 
Jand; all this proves the work to be truly of God, and is an incontro- 
vertible evidence, that the Saviour has thoughts of peace over this 
nation. We may therefore, in truth, say, that in Labrador we have 
been invited by the Heathen themselves, and called upon to come unto 
them and preach the gospel. 

* Notwithstanding al] this, however, the Labrador concern meanwhile 
lay dormant for some time; and when it was again to be revived, so 
many insurmountable difficulties and apparent impossibilities presented 
themselves, that I several times fell at the feet of my Saviour, and be- 
sought him with tears, that in case this scheme did not meet His appro- 
bation, nor redound .to the glory of His name, He would cause the 
whole enterprize to come to nought! Now behold! what happened? 
When the business seemed most involved in perplexity, and all hopes 
were abandoned, God raised up Mr. Pownall and Lord Hillsborough, 
who took our cause in hand, and so far advanced it, that 100,000 acres 
of land were granted to us on the coast of Labrador by an order issued 
by the King’s privy council.” 

Here ends Brother Haven’s narrative. 

In conformity to a resolution of the synod, in 1769, the Brethren Jens 


* Christian Lawrence Drachart, formerly a missionary of the Danish mis- 
sion in Greenland, had, on the death of his wife, left the country, and joined 
the Brethren’s church. He accompanied Brother Jens Haven, in 1765, with 
two other Brethren, on his second journey to Labrador. In 1770 he made 
another voyage with him, and the year following a third, for the actual esta- 


blishment of the mission, which he served till 1778, when he departed this 
life. 





638 MISSION AMONG THE 


Haven, Drachart and Stephen Jensen, set out on their journey to La- 
brador. What follows, is a brief extract from their journal. 

May 5th, 1770, having taken an affectionate leave of our brethren, 
we left London, attended by their benedictions; arrived that same day 
at Gravesend, and on the 7th at Deal, where we took our boat on deck. 
Brother Drachart, in the first morning service, spoke from the anima- 
ting text for the day: “ Be of good cheer, and withdraw not your 
hands, for your work hath its reward!” All of us were uncommonly 
cheerful and confident. On the 16th, we got under way, with that 
beautiful text for our comfort: ‘ Out of them shall proceed thanksgiv- 
ing, and the voice of them that make merry.” Our captain was vehe- 
mently urged not to take us on board. He however remained firm, 
and even brought his wife to see us. She acquired an esteem for us, 
and assured her husband, she felt happy, that he had us on board. 
After she had left us, the captain took Brother Jens Haven by the 
hand, and said: “I love you! Here is my hand; where you live there 
will I live; where you die, there will I die. God is with us—I see it!” 
The 19th being our communion day, we consulted with the captain 
about the most convenient hour for administering the sacrament. He 
proposed one o’clock, and at that hour ordered all his people, to clear 
the ship’s hold, while we were celebrating the sacred ordinance. 

On the 19th of June, we met with the first floating ice, and soon 
after espied a dead whale. Early in the morning of the 23d, we saw 
Newfoundland, and in the evening the coast of Labrador. We came 
to an anchor in Queen Sophia’s bay. Agreeably to the text for the 
day, we here kept the feast with joy, amid songs of praise and gratitude. 
For the first time, we eat some of the produce of this country, viz. a 
partridge and a porcupine, of a very wild flavour. Three Esquimaux 
huts were found here, which might have been inhabited ten years ago, 
but were now forsaken. 

Early on the morning of July 13th, we again set sail, and in the 
afternoon came to an anchor among the islands in a bay, which we 
called Prince of Wales’ harbour. Several of the Brethren rowed about 
in the boat among the islands, to see whether any Esquimaux were 
there, but found none. We then continued our voyage in a northerly 
direction from Cape Prince of Wales, to the 55th degree. Still seeing 
no trace of the natives, and not being able to find Esquimaux bay, it 
occasioned a universal embarrassment among us. We were not a little 
comforted by the text for the day: “ Their Redeemer is mighty; he 
shall plead their cause.” And as early as noon, we saw the promise 
already fulfilled. Our sailors brought us the joyful tidings, that two 
boats with Esquimaux were steering round the cape, which was about 
two miles off. We made towards them, and perceived that kajaks 
(small skiffs) were sent off from their boats, The Brethren Jens 
Haven, Jensen and Daniel Peters (one of our company, which consist- 
ed in all of ten persons) immediately took our boat, and steered to- 
wards them. The Esquimaux cried with all their might: “ Tu Cam- 
erad!” We returned no answer, till we had approached nearer. They 
began to suspect danger, and some kajaks were on the point of return- 
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ing. We*then called out to them: “ Be not afraid! Drachart and 
little Jens (Haven) are here! Your friends and brothers!” At this, they 
approached as fast as possible, and the joy manifested on both sides, 
beggars description. One of them, Segluikak, said to Brother Haven: 
At first sight of you, we were very much alarmed. But when I un- 
derstood, that little Jens was come, I was rid of all my fears. I am 
very glad to see you again, for we love you much.” We sent one of 
them home, to apprize the rest of his countrymen of our arrival: the 
remaining three Esquimaux we took on board of our vessel. ‘Tears of 
joy and gratitude bedewed our cheeks, on having at last, after so much 
anxious searching, met with our dear Esquimaux. One, who had 
known Brother Drachart before, took a strap, and tied it »round the 
arm of the latter, saying: ‘* We love you much.” He then laid his 
right hand on Brother Drachart’s breast, and said: “ This bandage 
around your arm shall henceforth be the token, that our love shall not 
cease. I have not forgotten what I heard about the Lord of heaven, 
and I very much long to hear more.” Brother Drachart replied: “ 5 ou 
may judge, that I also love you ardently, since I, though an old man, 
visit you again, that you may hear more concerning the Lord of hea- 
ven, your Creator, who became a man, and died on the cross, for your 
sins, and mine, and those of all mankind.” The Esquimaux replied: 
* You have words for us; we will hear!” Brother Drachart then pro- 
ceeded to speak of the great love of the Creator of all things, which 
had induced Him tu come down to us from heaven, in order to deliver 
us by His sufferings and death, from our sins and their eternal penalty. 
They next enquired: Whether it was true, that we would stay and live 
with them? Being answered in the affirmative, they were as happy as 
children. Several of us went on shore with them, that same evening, 
and visited the rest of the Esquimaux in their tents. All manifested 
the liveliest joy at our arrival, and each one gave Brether Haven a 
small present in token of his affection. This day, in itself so remarka- 
ble to us, became still more so, from the circumstance, that our 
Brethren had landed here on the same day, in 1752. The captain 
heartily participated in our joy. He enquired, as he had frequently 
done before, what was our text for the day. Having read it, he em- 
braced Brother Haven, wept aloud, and said: “ God, of a truth, is 
with you! The Lord bless you!” 

Understanding, that the Esquimaux woman, Mikkak, who had been 
at London the year before, lived at no great distance, and was anxious- 
ly waiting our arrival, we resolved to pay hera visit. We accordingly 
on the 16th, returned to Byron’s bay, and suffered the two Esquimaux 
boats to row ahead. Shortly after, a kajak approached, in which was 
Mikkak’s father. He made a frightful noise; but was immediately pa- 
cified, on learning, that Drachart and little Jens, their friends and bro- 
thers, were there. He appeared with an officer’s escutcheon on his 
breast, and a pair of English gloves on his hands; in other respects, he 
was dressed in the Esquimaux fashion. He came to us on board, and 
said: “ My daughter and her husband are standing on the island be 
fore you, and are waiting, full of desire to see you and converse with 
you.” We were hardly come to an anchor in the cove, when Mikkak 
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came to us in her boat, with her son afid daughter. The man wore a 
white woolen coat, and the wom«n, the dress which the princess of 
Wales had ordered to be made for her at London. On her breast, she 
wore a gold medal, with the King’s portrait We led them into our 
cabin; and set provisions before them. Brother Haven told them the 
object of our visit, snd asked them, whether they would receive us as 
their countrymen. They not being able to return to shore, on account 
of high wind, we detained them with their thirteen comrades, and pre- 
sented Mikkuk and her husband with blankets and pillows, for which 
they were vety thankful Brother Drachart, conversing with them to 
day on board, two Esquimaux who had formerly heard the gospel from 
him, said: ‘ We have indeed been very wicked; we have been thieves 
and murderers; but we will no longer follow our sinful inclinations. 
Three years ago we killed three Europeans, and stole two boats. The 
Europeans did right in killing some of our people, because we would 
not return the property.” 

On.the morning of the 17th, all the Esquimaux returned on shore. 
In compliance with Mikkak’s invitation, Brother Drachart went with 
them. Being landed, she conducted him into the tent, which Governor 
Palliser had given her. He asked her, whether he were permitted to 
call the people together into the great tent, and to speak to them con- 
cerning the Saviour? She replied, O yes! And shortly after, the tent 
was filled with Esquimaux. He now spoke nearly as follows: ‘* IJ, 


though an old man, am once more come to you; for I have many plea- 
sant words to tell you. As long as the world exists, you have never 
yet heard, that the Lord of all Lords, who lives above us, came down 
from heaven upon this earth, and as man, suffered and shed his blood, 
for us poor sinful creatures, in order to save us from eternal pain and 


> 


anguish.” He then went from tent to tent, and repeated what he had 
said. Having gone his round, all came, and wished to hear more. 
He accordingly seated himself on a stone, and once more preached to 
them the gospel concerning our salvation by faith in Christ Jesus. 
Mikkak then took him back to the ship, on board of which we had so 
many Esquimux visitors to day, that the ship could hardly contain 
them. Brother Drachart improved this opportunity, to recommend to 
them Jesus, as a Saviour from sin. On the following afternoon, Brother 
Haven went on shore with Mikkak, her husband and son, and again 
spoke in every tent concerning the object of our visit. Mikkak assu- 
red all her countrymen, that we loved them. She told them, she had 
been to see us in England, had dined with us in a large house, and 
had received many proofs of affection from us. She also enquired, 
whether all our brethren and sisters, whom she had seen at London, 
were still living, and rejoiced exceedingly to receive a salutation from 
them. ‘ Ah!” suid she, “ salute them in return most cordially from 
me! They are very good people!” ‘The whole company then added: 
* Salute them from us too!”? 

On the 18th, the Brethren Haven, Drachart and Jensen went once 
more on shore, in order to take leave of these Esquimaux, before we 
prosecuted our voyage. Segluikak directly came to Brother Drachart, 
and said: “ We love you!” The latter replied: “ Your love, and mine, 
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and our’s, shall never cease! I never forget, that you and all of you 
gave me assurances of affection five years ago; and that you, some 
days since, in token of your love, tied this strap around my arm, «nd 
assured me, that you love to hear of Jesus’ sufferings and death.” The 
other Esquimaux all exclaimed: “ We shall also be glad to hear it.” 
srother Drachart then spoke something concerning the life and suffer- 
ings of Jesus, and asked them, whether, like the Greenlanders, they 
desired to hear daily of Him, and whether they would retain their af- 
fection for us? “ Yes, yes, yes!” they all loudly exclaimed; “ we 
will remain your friends, and will often hear about the Lord in hea- 
ven.” ‘If that be the case,” said Brother Drachart, “ then we will 
look out for a tract of land in Esquimaux bay, on which we may build 
a meeting-house next year.” They replied: “ We will receive you 
as our countrymen and brothers.” Brother Drachart returned: “ So 
then we may this year already select a tract of land, and purchase it 
of you.” Men, women and children now stretched out thei: hands, 
and cried: “ Well, well, pay us, and take as much land as you please.” 
Brother Drachart said: “ But it is not enough, that you will take pay- 
ment for your high rocky mountains. You may all the while say in 
your hearts: When they come hither, we will kill them and take their 
boat and all away.” Hereupon they unanimously exclaimed: “ No! 
No! we will no more steal—no more kill! We and you are brothers.” 
* Tam glad of that,” said Brother Drachart; ‘* but of whom shall we 
purchase the land? You have no chief, and every one of you would be 
master of the country. We will therefore make cach of you a present, 
which will be of more service for your fishing, than the tract of land 
you part with.” The whole of them once more exclaimed: “ Pay us, 
and you may take as much land as you please.” Brother Drachart 
then went from tent to tent with the other Brethren, and distributed all 
kinds of tools among the men, women and children. He then said to 
the men: “ See here! I have taken down your names. I now wish 
every one of you to add a mark with his hand, as well as he is able. 
This will be an everlasting token, that you have sold the land to us.” 
All having complied with the request, he shewed the names to the chil- 
dren, and all the rest who were in the tents, and said: “ When in 
process of time, your children will learn to read and write, like the 
Greenlanders; then will they themselves be able to read the names, 
and will be put in mind of what they now see and hear.” All replied: 
“ That is well; we shall never forget it!” Brother Drachart added: 
** When, in future, you return to Esquimaux bay from the reindeer- 
chase, you will see four great stones, which you have never seen before. 
Wheresoever then you will discover these stones, with many ‘igures, 
which we call letters, there is the land, which we have purchased of 
you.” The Esquimaux, of whom more than 100 were assembled, then 
shook hands with the Brethren, and again exclaimed: “ We love you; 
we will be your countrymen and brothers! Our coven:nt shall abide as 
long as the sun.” The Brethren being returned on board the ship, 
with Mikkak, her husband Tuksiavina and their child, we again set 
sail, and in the evening got out to sea, after having been in great dan- 
ger of being dashed against the rocks. 
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On the 2ist the bay hove in sight, where in 1765 our brethren had 
lain for several weeks; which circumstance called forth our liveliest 
gratitude to our dear Lord, who had so far helped us, with the assist- 
ance of our Esquimaux. Brother Drachart conversed daily with these 
three natives, concerning our redemption, effected by the bitter suffer- 
ings and death of the Saviour. Some days after, the little Esquimaux 
child came to him, shewed him where our Saviour received the wounds 
in his body, and said: “ I love the Saviour dearly!” Brother Drachart, 
being deeply affected, then asked the parents: Whether they also loved 
him? Answer: “ Yes!” ‘* Why do you love him?” “ Because he 
died for us, great sinners!” ‘ Did he die for all sinners?” ‘ Yes!” 
** Do you indeed feel that you are sinners?” ‘ Yes! we are great sin- 
ners! We now begin to ponder on the pains and torments the Saviour 
endured; and as at present we daily hear concerning Him on board of 
your ship, so we will in like manner, when you once live with us, come 
to your house every day, in order to hear about our Saviour.” 

On the 22d, while steering among a great number of small islands, 
we ran with such force against a rock, that we expected the ship would 
go to the bottom. Our merciful Lord, however, heard our cry, and 
after the space of half an hour, we succeeded in getting afloat; for 
which we offered up our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Our 
dear Esquimaux, who were inconsolable, while the danger lasted, now 
rejoiced with us, thanked the great Lord of heaven, and said: ‘“‘ Now 
we will seek to know that good Lord with great solicitude, since he has 
helped us in so remarkable a manner!” 

Towards 11 o’clock we entered a harbour, which, by reason of the 
danger we had escaped, we called Comfort-haven. The weather being 
foggy and stormy, we made a stay of several days. On our telling the 
Esquimaux, that our brethren in England had bought this ship, in 
order to convey us to them, they confessed, that now they only began 
to understand, what the term love implied; they had indeed often 
heard, and talked of it; but now they felt something they had never 
felt before.. In these days, Brother Drachart commenced morning and 
evening worship with the little Esquimaux congregation. He general- 
ly began with prayer and singing; then addressed and catechised them, 
and again closed with prayer. The Esquimaux delighted to come, 
listened very attentively, and returned pertinent answers to the ques- 
tions he proposed. It was highly animating to hear from their lips, 
that the Saviour, whose name is Jesus, had a few days ago saved us 
from death, when in danger of losing our lives on the rock; that they 
wished to have such a longing desire after him, as a child has for its 
parents, or as a man on a reindeer-chase feels for his prey; that they 
would ask the Saviour himself, to impart such a desire to them, and 
would not throw away those thoughts which put them in mind of Jesus’ 
sufferings and deith for sinners. ‘They desired rightly to know and 
love that merciful and gracious Saviour, who out of great love had 
died for them. 


Having fair weather on the 26th, we prosecuted our voyage, while 
our boat cruised before the ship, in order to sound the depth of the 
water. Towards noon, we discovered five European boats, manned by 
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Esquimaux. We followed them, and towards evening came to an an- 
chor near an island, on which they had pitched their tents. Immedi- 
ately 13 kajaks approached us, amidst dreadful outcries, in order to 
traffic with us, which however they were not permitted to do, bec2use 
night was coming on. Some of them knew us, and the rest had been 
apprized of our arrival. One of them, a sorcerer, of a wild and mur- 
derous aspect, was extremely arrogant, made all kinds of strange ges- 
tures, smote on his breast, and cried: “ I fear neither you nor death! 
Iam a sorcerer, a great sorcerer!” Brother Haven having addressed, 
and silenced him, thus spoke to the rest: “ I have words to tell you; 
will you hear them?” All listened with silent attention. He continued: 
‘Tam an Innuit like yourselves; I know your manners and customs. 
Land my Brethren love you much; and because we are aware, that 
you do not know your Creator and Redeemer, we are come, to select 
a place, where we will build a house, and live with you, for the pur- 
pose of telling you every day good words of your Creator, and of the 
great love he bears to you. Are you agreed, and do you desire to know 
your Creator and Redeemer?” With a loud voice, they all exclaimed: 
“ Yes!” and testified their great joy, that we were resolved to live 
among them as friends. 

Both Tuksiavina and Mikkak (the Esquimaax on board) assured 
their countrymen, that we were good people, and would do them no 
harm. Both, however, were glad, that they durst stay with us, till we 
would go on shore with them; for they themselves dreaded these Es- 
quimaux, and the sorcerer in particular, whom they knew to be a 
wicked man. As to our commercial intercourse with them, the sava- 
ges were informed, that as soon as they heard the report of a gun in 
the morning, five or six of them might «pproach together; but when a 
similar signal was given in the evening, none should any more dare to 
come near the ship; those that shoald, notwithstanding, approach, 
would be considered and treated a thieves and murderers. Here 
they all exclaimed as loud as they could: ‘“ We are good people—we 
do nothing bad!” Being answered: “ Are there not great thieves and 
murderers among you! Whence then did you get these European boats? 
Have you not stolen them?” they gave themselves to silent reflection, 
and at last said: * We have behaved shamefully; but we will cease 
to do evil, and desire to hear good words from you, and love one 
another.” 

According to the precorcerted agreement, they came on the 27th, 
behaved well, and were satisfied with the payment they received for 
their articles of trade. ‘The latter consisted chiefly of whalebone, of 
which one man alone brought 14 dozen. Brother Drachart seated 
himself with them on deck, and declared to them the counsel of God 
concerning their salvation. While he was relating to them the suffer- 
ings and death of Jesus, Tuksiavina shewed the men on his body, 
where the Saviour had been wounded. They took every thing to 
heart that was said, and replied: “« When once you live among us, we 
will hearken as diligently as Tvksiavina, to the tidings of our Creator, 
and receive him into our hearts; we will love the Lord of heaven.” 
K 
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The Brethren Haven and Peters with some of the sailors, went on 
shore to day, where they met with a cordial reception from the Esqui- 
maux. ‘They returned again in the evening. Our two Esquimaux on 
board advised us not to take up our residence on the continent, when 
once we should come to Esquimaux bay, but on one of the islands, on 
account of some Indians from the interior, whom they knew, and 
who hid lately murdered several Esquimaux. We thanked them for 
their kindness, but assured them, that we feared no man. Our Mikkak 
had a step-son among those Esquimaux, that lay here encamped, whom 
she was vety desirous of having with her on board; which request was 
granted to her. During the first days, she had a vast deal of trouble 
to rid him of his filth, in which labour we lent her every assistance in 
our power. 

On the 28th, the Brethren Drachart and Jensen went on shore. The 
Esquimaux took the former under his arms, helped him over the 
smooth stones, and conducted him from one tent to the other; 14 of 
which were pitched here. He addressed them both in their tents, and 
in the open air. Among other things, he said: “ I know several Es- 
quimaux, who for twelve d.ys past, have daily twice heard of the love 
of the Saviour, and of his sufferings and death. These desire that we 
should come to them, thet they may constantly hear these words.” Mik- 
kak, her husband and child, who were present, confirmed this, by saying: 
‘* Yes! we have heard a great deal; but we desire to hear more!” 
Brother Drachart having notified to these Esquimaux also, of whom 
upwards of 100 were present, that we would choose a tract of land for 
ourselves io Esquimaux bay, and give them something more valuable 
in return, presents were distributed to them in the manner before de- 
scribed. They unanimously testified, that they would continue to love 
us, not forget our words, and abide our faithful countrymen. 

On the 30th we weighed anchgr, and prosecuted our voyage. We 
soon met two kajaks, manned with Esquimaux, who rejoiced to meet 
us, because they had heard, we were coming to live with them. We 
were heartily welcomed by them, «mj many of their countrymen were 
anxiously waiting our arrival. ‘Towards noon, three more kajaks came 
with Esquimaux. They made the sane professions. We could not 
restrain our grateful tears, and our hearts were filled with praise and 
thankfulness to the Lord, who preceded our steps in so visible a 
manner, and turned the hearts of the natives in our favour. Several 
of these Esquimaux presented Brother Haven with some whalebone 
and a sealskin, in token of their affection. How much the Esquimaux 
love Brother Haven, and what delight they take in his lively manner 
of conversing with them, becomes more strikingly apparent on every 
occasion. Whenever an Esquimaux comes to see us, his first question 
is invariably: ‘Is Jens here?” 

On thé 3ist, in the evening, we at last came to an anchor in the 
south corner of Esquimaux bay, and on the following day, entered the 


harbour of Nunenguoak. We here found 47 tents, 14 European boats, 
and 2 women’s boats. 
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Our Esquimaux shipmates being desirous of returning to their coun- 
trymen, Brother Drachart once more assembled these four precious 
souls in the cabin, and made a short farewell address to them. He 
desired them never to forget, what they had heard from him: “ that 
the Lord of heaven, the Creator of all things, had, out of love to us, 
come down from heaven, become a man, lived 30 years on earth, and 
at last died in great agony of body and soul on the.cross; but revived 
again on the third day, appeared to his disciples for 40 days together, 
and then re-ascended to heaven in their sight; having previously 
charged His disciples, to traverse the whole world, by land and sea, 
and to inform men, what He had done and suffered, in order to save 
them; and if they found men, who believed their testimony with their 
whole heart, they should baptize them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Agreeably to this injunction 
(Brother Drachart continued) I have during twelve years, baptized 
100 Greenlanders, and last year, little Karpik, your countryman. This 
Karpik thus prayed in his last illness: “ O Jesus! take me, as ] em, 
to Thyself; thou canst help me; thou didst die for my sins!” And 
soon after, Jesus, his Saviour, took his soul into paradise, that is, into 
the church above in heaven. If you will also pray to Jesus, your Sa- 
viour, pray to the following purport: “ O Lord Jesus! come into our 
hearts! Thou alone canst help us! We long for Thee; have mercy 
upon us, because Thou diedst for us.” Then you will soon experience 
that He hears and helps you. My desire now is, that you would, every 
morning when you rise, and’every evening when you compose your- 
selves to sleep, think of Him and His sufferings. He himself will also 
put you in mind of the same. If then gross, sinful thoughts should 
yet arise in your hearts, inclining you to commit theft, fornication or 
other evil practices, which, from your infancy, you have learnt from 
your teachers, the Angekoks, then pray to Jesus, your Sxviour, to take 
away these wicked thoughts from you. If in this manner you are con- 
verted to Jesus, and diligently pray to Him, then you no longer rank 
among the heathen, but the Saviour will receive you among His chil- 
dren, ‘and have your names enrolled with those of believers!” 

They thanked us for all the love and kindness, we had shown them; 
and Mikkak, in particular, begged, that we would continue to care for 
her, and if need be, take her under our protection. Brother Haven 
then took them on shore, that they might salute their countrymen, and 
apprize them of the object of our visit; which they faithfully did. 
The Esquimaux rejoiced, that we brought back their countrymen, 
and instead of doing them any harm, had shewn them nothing but 
kindness. 

Early on the morning of August 2d, the Brethren Drachkart and 
Jensen went on shore. A great number of Esquimaux immediately 
came for‘h to meet them, took Brother Drachart under bis arm, and 
Brother Jensen by his hand, and surrounded them so closely, that they 
could hardly proceed. Brother Drachart preached anto them the 
gospel of Jesus “hrist. When he ceased speaking, Mikkak fetched 
him away te her tent, which she had meanwhile pitched, and in a short 





76 MISSION AMONG THE 


time it was filled with 700 Esquimaux. Brother Drachart once more 
addressed them, .and Mikkak afterwards added a few words. Her 
testimony concerning the Lord of heaven, who became a man, and 
died for our sins, quite confounded her countrymen, who exclaimed: 
* Ah! that is true! we are sinners and murderers! But we will no 
longer carry knives, hidden under our arms, or under our clothes; 
neither will we carry bows and arrows secretly in our kajaks. For, 
if the Lord of heaven hath said: “ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed,” we will do no such thing any more. If, 
therefore, we should again kill Europeans, as we did three years ago, 
we deserve that they should kill us or our people.” Mikkak and her 
husband said: ‘“‘ The Europeans do not desire you to return the boats you 
have stolen from them; but if, from henceforth, you steal any more, 
they will take them again, and punish you!” They all cried: “ That 
is well! we will not do so any more! We believe your words, Mikkak! 
We will also love those great and powerful Lords and their people, 
whom you have seen at London, and - al honestly with them.” They 
solemnly assured Brother Drachart: ““ We and you are good friends! 
We love you! We are brethren.” Brother Drachart replied: “ My 
dear old men! You have indeed heard, that many of the Greenlanders 
are our Brethren. But you must needs understand, why we call each 
other Brethren? Hear the reason! Our hearts are closely united to 
those of the Greenlanders by the love of Jesus, our God and Saviour, 
who died for our sins on the cross; and therefore the Greenlanders, 
we, and all our people on the whole face of the earth, are called: ‘The 
United Brethren,’ in Jesus Christ. If then you be converted to Jesus, 
you will also be such Brethren, as the Greenlanders are.” Brother 
Drachart then called all the men together, and said: “ We greatly 
rejoice, that all of you love us, and that you will in process of time 
become our brethren. We are likewise very thankful to the Lord, 
who has so far prevailed upon some of you, that they delight daily to 
hear of Jesus, our Saviour. And therefore, we will echeot a spot for 
ourselves, whereon we may build a church next year. Now we should 
like to know, where we shall reside; give us your opinion on the sub- 
ject.” They replied: “ You may choose one at the Salmon-fishery, 
where there are choice tracts; or if you prefer to live on the islands, 
you may select the best island from hence down to the sea.” The old 
men being once more interrogated, repeated the same professions, and 
added: “ You may reside, build and carry on in our country, what- 
soever you please. Whether you are on shore or at sea, you shall 
enjoy the same liberty with ourselves. Your language and your man- 
ner of transacting business, agrees with that of the Innuits. Indeed, 
yourselves are Innuits, i. e. good people like ourselves; you are not Ka- 
blunaks, i.e. wicked people, like other Europeans.” ‘ Well,” said 
Brother Drachart; “ we, you and the Greenlanders are therefore as one 
race.” ‘The Esquimaux: “ Exactly so; but ovr race only is good; 
and therefore, we and you are good friends, brethren and countrymen!” 
Brother Drachart: “ But my good men, when you speak thus with 
your lips, do you mean the same in your minds?” “ Yes, yes,” they all 
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cried; “ rest assured, that we will shew unto you, as our brethren, no- 
thing but love and kindness.” Presents were then distributed among 
old and young, from tent to tent, whereupon the old men, 67 in num- 
ber, testified by their signatures ‘in the manner stated above,) that 
they had assigned over to us the land marked with four great stones at 
Nunenguoak in Kangerluk, to be our exclusive property. Brother 
Drachart further gave them a full explanation of the reasons, why they 
were required to sign their names, and then continued: “ Will you 
now, my good men, apprize your families of my words, as well as of 
your own declarations, that your women and children may know them 
also?” They replied: ‘*‘ We will do so; we have already begun to 
publish them in our country, and will continue to do it.” Brother 
Drachart: ‘* The Lord of heaven, our Saviour and yours, is present 
every where; he is truly present with us here; I feel His presence in 
my soul! He is omniscient, and has heard all my words and yours. 
He will, as he did with the Greenlanders, draw you to himself; will 
you give yourselves to him? Will you keep your sayings, which you 
have spoken to me, and in future never alter nor subvert them? Have 
you indeed spoken as your minds are disposed?” ‘The men exclaimed: 
* Yes!” and pledged themselves, that all their words were true; 
whereupon some kissed him. Brother Drachart returned to the vessel 
in the evening. 

On the 4th he once more went on shore, and conversed chiefly with 
Mikkak and her husband. He exhorted them to remind their country- 
men frequently, of the agreement made with them. He admonished 
them, often to — on what they had heard from us this while past, 
and to intreat the Saviour, to be gracious unto them. 'The man kissed 
Brother Drachart’s hand, and said: “* We will constantly think on all 
that thou hast told us, and act accordingly.” Brother Drachart now 
took an affectionate leave of them, and commended them to the faith- 
ful protection of the Lord. 

Before his return on board, an incident occurred, which proved a 
matter of rejoicing to him An Esquimaux, who the day before had 
stolen an old rope, while dealing with our men, impelled by the 
anxiety of his mind, returned the rope; ard both himself and 500 of 
his brethren once more averred, that such an act should never again 
take place among them. ll the Esquimaux now leaving the plzce to 
resort to their hunting quarters, Tuksiavina and his wife staid with us 
several days longer, and assisted us in reconnoitering the islands. 

Before taking a final leave, we rewarded them for their faithful ser- 
vices. The woman begged us, to take two white fox skins for the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, a black one for the Prince of Gloucester, 
and two red ones for Governor Palliser, as a present from her, all which 
we promised to deliver faithfully. We then took an affectionate leave, 
and many tears were shed on both sides. We, on our part, returned 
most grateful thanks to our dear Lord, for having introduced us to 
these dear people, without whose aid we might possibly have been un- 
able to effect any thing of consequence. 
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We then reconnoitered the coast in our boat, and found a spot in 
56° 55’ N. latitude, provided with excellent timber, one large creek, 
and several smaller ones, where a vessel might conveniently ride along 
the shore. We selected this spot for ourselves, and on the 6th of 
August, set the first stones; one marked with the king’s name, G. R. 
1770; and at some distance higher up the country, another, with the 
letters U. F. (Unitas Fratrum) 1770; and on the succeeding day, in 
presence of our sailors, put down the two last stones, marked in the 
same mann: : 

At this place the Esquimaux generally meet once a year; it extends 
$0 English miles to the most distant islands, and as far to Esquimaux 
bay. The soil is excellent on the plain, and well adapted for a garden. 

In a conierence we now held, with souls deeply bowed, we returned 
thanks to our dear Lord, for graciously prospering our undertaking 
thus far. We further cordially thanked our dear captain for his faith- 
ful assistance, and for all the proofs of affection we had received from 
him.’ To the praise of our Lord, we are also bound to confess, that 
the whole of our ship’s company, not excepting those, who, while yet 
in England, had determined not to rest, till they had removed us out of 
the way,) not only treated us in a polite and friendly manner, but also 
served us cheerfully and faithfully on all occasions. 

On the 8th, we weighed anchor, and sailed between the islands, and 
many mountains of ice, from Esquimaux bay in a southerly direction, 
and on the 15th came to an anchor in Chateaubay. Soon after, captain 
Williams, who is appointed governor on the Royal man-of-war, station- 
ed at this place, came on board our vessel. He rejoiced to see us, 
and to receive an account of our expedition. He was so delighted 
with it, that he repeatedly exclaimed: ~* This is not the work of man; 
God has of a truth been with you!” 

September 4th, four Esquimaux unexpectedly entered the harbour. 
The fishermen were greatly terrifled at the sight, and begged that 
Brother Haven would order them away. The latter went to them, 
and found, on inquiry, that, they were come hither for his sake. He 
remonstrated with them on the impropriety of acting contrary to their 
promise, which might prové fatal to them, because the Europeans had 
not yet forgotten the murder of several of their countrymen, three years 
ago ‘The Esquimaux were terrified, promised obedience, ond begged 
that Brother Haven would take them under his protection. They were 
ushered into a house, where sever] sea-captains were dining together. 
One of the Esquimaux, according to their habits, took a lump of but- 
ter from a plate. This occasioned an uproar, and the poor fellow 
stood trembling from head to foot. Brother Haven, however, succeed- 
ed in quieting both parties. But the Esquim.ux were notwithstanding 
taken on board the man-of-war, while consultation was held, what 
should further be done with them. Brother Haven offered to take 
them back in a schooner, to their former station; which proposal was 
approved of. ‘This was most joyful news for the poor terrified Esqui- 
maux. ‘They followed Brother Haven in their kajaks to the schooner 
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but much persuasion was required, before they could be prevailed 
upon to embark, on account of the soldiers and arms they saw on 
board. No sooner, however, did they reach the open sew, than they 
resumed their cheerfulness and courage. They proffered their thanks 
to Brother Haven for his protection, and said: ‘“‘ We rejoice that you 
are come; otherwise, how should we have fared? We would all be 
dead! You are our little Jens, our friend, our brother! Now we will go 
home, diligently catch whales, and always think of what we heard from 
you and Drachart.” 

Towirds 4 o’clock, we anchored near the Camp islands, where we 
found Esquimaux tents. An Esquimaux, who some days ago had 
bought a boat, here brought the quantity of whalebone required for it, 
and received a written certificate from the captain, that he had bought 
the boat, and duly paid for it. Brother Haven explained to him the 
object and conteats of the paper, and said: “* By means of this, you can 
prove to every European, that you have not stolen the boat, but bought 
and paid for it. Hitherto all the boats, which your countrymen pos- 
sess, were not bought, but stolen. Tell them to imitate your example.” 
On the 6th, the captain sent some armed men on shore, to fetch wa- 
ter, of which we began to be in want. The Esquimaux were fright- 
ened at the sight, and raised a dreadful cry. Brother Haven, who 
accompanied our men, spoke mildly to them, and pacified them. The 
Esquimaux led him into their tents, in which he found many aged 
fathers and mothers with their children, with whom he conversed very 
cordially. Having returned on board with our men, the captain resol- 
ved to set sail. But as Brother Haven was desirous of taking another 
formal leave of these Esquimaux, the captain accompanied him on 
shore. The natives immediately surrounded him with manifestations 
of joy. Brother Haven exhorted them for the last time, often to think 
of their Creator and Redeemer. He said, he would see them no more 
that winter, but hoped, next year, if he lived, to visit them again with 
several other Brethren at Nunenguoak, and then to stay with them. 
He next took a solemn leave of them, and returned with the captain 
in the schooner. ‘The captain afterwards remarked: “ I was very un- 
easy, while among the Indians; but not for twenty guineas would I have 
missed the interview. ‘They regarded me with a suspicious eye, and 
therefore I kept so close to you, because there I fancied myself safe. 
But how much love and friendship prevailed betwixt them and you!” 
The daily word for this day proved a sweet encouragement to us: 
“ This people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praise,” 
Ts, 43, 21. 

September 25th, we reached Newfoundland, and having been de- 
tained there. nearly four weeks, till we bad taken in our stores, we 
sailed for England, October 2ist. We were filled with praise and 
gratitude to our gracious Lord, who granted us so swift and easy a 
passage, that we reached Dover, November 13th, and in the afternoon 
of the 16th, all arrived safely at London. 





ISTABLISHMENT 


Of a Mission on the WITTE REVIER, in South Africa. 


(BY BROTHER Cc. J. LATROBE.) 
% 


Tue establishment of a Mission of the Unirep Breturen on the 
Witte Revier, in South Africa, took place at the suggestion of Colonel 
Cuyler, the Landdrost of the District of Uitenhage. 

In 1816, being on a visit to the Missions of the Brethren at the Cape 
of Good Hope, I was commissioned to undertake a journey into the in- 
terior of the Colony, with a view to search out an unoccupied situation, 
where « third Missionary Settlement might be formed; the inhabitants 
of Gnadenthal having so much increased in numbers, as to render it 
difficult for them to find their maintenance This was indeed one 
object of my visit, of which a Journal, published in 1818, gives a more 
particular account. Iwas accompanied by Brother Schmitt and his 
wife, Brother Stein, and Mr. Melville, surveyor to Government. 
Neither in Zwellendam nor in George could we find a suitable spot, 
though the Landdrosts of both Districts, by his Excellency the Gover- 
nor’s recommendation, gave us every possible information and assist- 
ance. On our arrival at Uitenhage, Colonel Cuyler pointed out the 
unoccupied land on the Witte Revier, a small river or brook, falling from 
the North East into the Sunday’s river, and gave us an opportunity of 
visiting it. Its situation, and the various advantages it seemed to pos- 
sess, were such, as to induce us to fix upon it for the purpose above- 
mentioned, and on application to government, possession of the land 
was granted, the boundaries being fixed by regular measurement, and 
a diagram made by the surveyor of the District of Uitenhage, Mr. 
Knobel. 

On the 15th of February, 1818, every preliminary being settled, 
Brother Schmitt and his wife, with two single Brethren, Godfrey 
Hornig and J. C. Hoffman, sent from Europe to assist in the new Mis- 
sion, set out from Groenekloof, and being joined, at Gnadenthal, by 
the widow Eve Kohrhammer, and J. G. Schultz, proceeded to the 
Witte Revier, where they arrived on the 7th of April, 1818. The 
Landdrost of Uitenhage rendered them every possible assistance. It 
had been already proposed, if practicable, in addition to the land 
granted by the Government, to purchase a farm, situated at the en- 
trance of the Valley, belonging to Mr. Scheper, sen., with a view to 
secure a more constant supply of water, found in tanks on his grounds. 
As that gentleman was about to dispose of it, Colonel Cuyler kindly 
undertook the negociation, and the farm was added to the Missionary 
possession. Here the Brethren found some buildings in a ruinous 
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state. Having made such repairs as were essentially needed, they 
intended to make shift with the dwellings, till, by degrees, they might 
form a regular settlement on a more convenient spot. A few Hotten- 
tots had accompanied them from Gnadenthal, and more soon joined 
them, both from the neighbourhood and from more distant parts. They 
now proceeded with indefatigable industry and cheerfulness in their 
work, clearing the ground, sowing and planting, and preparing mate- 
rials for the future erection of a house, church, and other buildings. 
The blessing of God attended their Jabours, and what was still more 
important and encouraging, the people, whom they served with the 
gospel, began truly to hunger and thirst after the word of God, and to 
be sincerely desirous to know the way of salvation. Every thing 
seemed to ensure prosperity to the incipient settlement, when the 
Caffre war broke out. Its ravages soon extended to this place, particu- 
larly as the neighbouring Zuurberg, with its glens and fastnesses, had 
always afforded shelter to that barbarous nation, in all their predatory 
excursions into the Colony, and was soon again occupied by their hos- 
tile parties. After suffering the loss of all their cattle, by two attacks 
made upon them, in February and March, and again on the 14th of 
April, 1819, when nine of their most valuable Hottentots, all fathers of 
families, were cruelly murdered, they were obliged to quit the Settle- 
ment on the 17th of April, the Landdrost having sent them an escort 
of soldiers and armed colonists to convey them in safety to Uitenhage. 
The particulars of all these painful occurrences are to be found in 
the Periodical Accounts of the Brethren’s Missions, Vol. vii. 

No one will read these accounts, and the narrative of the first begin- 
nings on the Witte Revier, without noticing the zeal and devotedness 
of the Missionaries, and the industry and good conduct of the Hotten- 
tots with admiration, nor, after the commencement of the Caffre war, 
contemplate the patience and fortitude of both the Missionaries and 
their congregation, even under the severest trials and sufferings, with- 
out being deeply affected. 

Brother Hans Peter Hallbeck, being, in 1817, appointed to the su- 
perintendence of the Brethren’s Missions at the Cape, set out on the 
9th of February, 1819, by commission of his colleagues in office, to 
visit the new settlement on the Witte Revier, but, by the breaking out 
of the war, was prevented from proceeding farther than George. After 
his return to Gnadenthal, he waited for the conclusion of the war, to 
avail himself of the first opportunity of executing his commission. 
Many circumstances conspired to make it most adviseable for him to 
proceed by sea, and the narrative published, (in 1820,) contains a par- 
ticular account of his voyage and transactions, 

The remark made in a letter to the writer, from one of the Directors 
of the Brethren’s Missions, who has himself been upwards of twenty 
years engaged in that service, is indeed very just, “ that the experience 
of the Brethren hitherto has.shown, that those missions have prospered 
most, the beginnings of which were attended with the greatest trials 
and difficulties. These taught those employed in them, to look to the 
Lord alone for help, as their only Hope and Refuge.” 

L 







































































































































































































































































ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT 
HERRNHUT. 


Ever since the year 1754, a Conference of Ministers, belonging to 
different denominations, has been held at Herrnhut, in Upper Lusatia, 
the principal settlement of the United Brethren in Europe. ‘The ob- 
ject of this conference, the discussions of which interfere in no wise 
with the various ecclesiastical relations of its members, is simply this: 
to strengthen each other’s hands in the Lord, by an unreserved inter- 
change of sentiments on subjects interesting to ministers of the gospel, 
by asking and imparting advice on difficult points of duty, and by 
communicating intelligence relative to the cause of religion and the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. For this Conference, the 
members of which are altogether men of evangelical principles, the 
Brethren’s Church constitutes, as it were, the rallying point; and one 
of its Ministers generally fills the chair. 

Many clergymen, who are prevented by circumstances, from attend- 
ing these meetings in person, address written communications to the 
Conference, and a committee is appointed to answer their letters; the 
most interesting part of which is likewise inserted in the Minutes of 
that body, and thus extensively circulated. In this manner, a fund of 
religious information and practical remark is collected, which proves 
highly useful and encouraging to those, who have access to this treasu- 
ry, and a spirit of brotherly love and unity of heart is cherished among 
the servants of our common Master, in different departments of his 
Church. 

A Digest from the Minutes of the Conference, arranged under dif- 
ferent heads, was published in Germany, in 1814, and forms a useful 
manual, for the minister of the gospel, and the candidate for the sacred 
office. 

By way of specimen, we present our readers with the following 


EXTRACTS 


FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MINISTERS’ CONFER- 
ENCE, IN 1819. 


Letter from the Rev. N. Strubell, at Wildenfels, Saxony. 


* Permit me, my Brethren, to direct your attention to an important 
passage of St. Paul’s second epistle to Timothy, (2, 6.) which, in my 
humble opinion, is valculated in a special manner, to awaken us toa 
consideration, the neglect of which we must acknowledge to be one of 
the principal causes, why the word of the Lord is not preached as 
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powerfully, as it ought to be. It is said in the 6th verse: “ ‘The hus 

bandman, that laboureth, must be first partaker of the fruits.” Con- 
sider this attentively. What doth the Apostle mean by these words? 
It is evident that he speaks here, as he does through the whole epistle, 
of the duties of the Christian teacher. In the preceding verses, he 
desires him to live only for his sacred office: Like a soldier, he is to 
remain at his post, punctually executing the orders of his General, and 
faithfully meeting difficulties and hardships; but then, says the Apostle, 
“he shall be first partaker of the fruits.” That the Apostle intends 
to give an important lesson, we may conclude from the additional 
words: ‘* Consider what I say, and the Lord give thee understanding 
in all things.” Iam well aware, that these words are frequently ex- 
plained as referring to the right of the minister, to live at the expense 
of the congregation. But, true as it is, that the labourer is worthy of 
his hire, and that they, which preach the gospel, should live by the 
gospel; I feel, nevertheless, assured, that a deeper sense is involved in 
these words. This the whole connexion clearly shows. The fruits, 
for which the christian teacher laboureth, are not corn and wheat, not 
gold or silver, but spiritual fruits; for “ to the spirit he sows fruits of 
the spirit”—faith, love, joy, peace, patience and meekness. For these 
fruits he laboureth, and of these fruits he shall be first partaker. Can 
the Apostle mean any thing else, but, that the minister shall experience, 
above all others, the power of divine truth in his own soul; that the 
doctrines of religion shall first have an influence upon his mind, and 
that, what he preaches to others, be applied to himself. And now, my 
Brethren, how deep, how important are these words! Whata lesson for 
ministers of the gospel! What! Do we, and do we always perform what 
is required of us? Do we not preach many a sermon, without reflecting 
upon its reference to ourselves? We counsel our hearers, for instance: 
** Love that Saviour, who has done so much for you;” but do we love 
him with all our heart, and with all our mind? We direct them: “ Be 
ye purified in your hearts from all evil by his Spirit;” but is our own 
heart purified? We often tell them: “ You should live with him in 
daily communion;” but do we thus live with him? We call upon them: 
* You must govern your passions, forgive your enemies, divest your- 
selves of envy, be humble, meek and lowly, like our Lord, willing to 
serve your fellow creatures, as the disciples of Jesus;” but are we able 
to add: “ As ye have us for an ensample?” We point continually 
to the Saviour,—we repeat to them his precious words: “ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden.” We endeavour to stir 
them up, to seek acceptance with God, to ask forgiveness for Jesus’ 
sake, and to work out their eternal salvation; we have perhaps repeat- 
ed to them on the last festival of Pentecost: “ If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his; and as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God.” Have we experienced all this 
in our own hearts? Are we come to Jesus? Have we found rest for our 
souls in him? Can we feel assured of the forgiveness of our sins, and 
of our eternal salvation? In short, can we speak from our own expe- 
rience? 
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“‘ T confess, my Brethren, I have often found reason to be ashamed 
before the Lord, when I examined my own heart, previous to my enter- 
ing the pulpit. How far short do [ often fall in those things, which I 
expect of others! Such-considerations must fill us with patience and 
forbearance toward the weak, erring and wavering, in our congrega- 
tions. If we first apply to ourselves, what we intend preaching to 
others, our own hearts will be abundantly blessed, and then we may 
utter, with power from on high, such words, as will penetrate the hearts 


of our hearers.” 
+ 


Extract of a letter from twenty-three Ministers in and about Basle. 


“ Be it so, that the perpetual answer to one of the most important 
questions: ‘‘ What must I do to be saved?” conveys to many the idea 
of sameness; still, we think with the Apostle Paul: “ T'o write the 
same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is 
safe.” Phil. 3,1. We are content to be compared to the directing post, 
which always points out the same road, in order to show the traveller, 
which path he must take. No one accounts it singular, that the direc- 
tion never varies, that it always presents the same words to the eye of 
the way-faring man. In this manner, we will always point out to our 
fellow-sinners the way to heaven, and Jesus being the only way, it is our 
duty incessantly to point to him, without leading our hearers into any 
by-paths, or entertaining them with trifles, which might cause them to 
lose sight of the road, and disappoint their hopes of arriving at their 
place of destination. We will rather suffer the reproach of preaching 
too frequently ‘ repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ,”—than at the last great day of accounts, to be found guilty of 
having been too reserved on this important subject.” 


Letter from the Rev. I. P. Charlier, at Brussels. 


‘In this sacred week (the passion-week,) so precious to all, who 
feel an interest in the blood of the Redeemer, I take up my pen, to 
address you, beloved Brethren and fellow-servants of Christ; to tell 
you, what the Lord hath done for my soul; how he hath translated me, 
once a blind theologist, from the labyrinth of false philosophy and the 
reasonings of deism, into the kingdom of his dear Son, to whom be 
glory and adoration to all eternity! 

** It was in the year 1815, that, by the grace of God, my eyes were 
opened, and I was brought back, with the most lively emotions, to the 
faith of my younger years, to the belief of a Mediator and Saviour, full 
of grace and truth. Long had I heartily desired a conviction of this 
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truth, and often did I shed tears, that I could no more in faith lay hold 
of what formerly had been my joy, my light, and my comfort; that I 
could not, as heretofore, go in spirit to Bethlehem’s manger, Gethse- 
mane’s garden, and Calvary’s mount; but that doubts would obscure 
my views. ‘Thanks, eternal thanks to the grace of the All-merciful, 
that these clouds have vanished, these distressing doubts have ceased! 
Now I feel and know, from sweet experience, that Christ Jesus is in- 
deed the Messiah, the Saviour of the world. I know, that he lives, for 
I feel his life-giving power in my heart; in that heart, still so corrupt 
and selfish; yet, I humbly trust, devoted to Christ Jesus. A loving 
Ananias, a faithful disciple of the Lord, from whom—Father forgive 
me! [had kept aloof, because he was a layman—was the instrument, 
which redeeming love employed, to lead me back to the foot of the 
cross, where I laid down all my proudly boasted attainments, and 
learnt, that “‘ in Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom;” that the 
love of Christ is better than all knowledge; that without the conviction 
of our fallen state by nature, and of the deep corruption of the heart, a 
man knows nothing, were he completely master of a polyglot, or doctor 
and professor of all the sciences; because the fall of man remains a 
fundamental truth, and the knowledge of this fall is the first step to- 
wards being convinced of the necessity of a Redeemer. To him, who 
has received this benign light, and has been brought to know his mise- 
ry and helplessness, the Gospel is glad tidings; he lays hold of a Saviour, 
as eagerly as the poor captive in a dungeon lays hold of the friend, 
who visits him. He becomes a true Christian; the treasures of the 
sacred volume are opened to him, as formerly to the eleven disciples; 
and, ashamed of having doubted so long, he exclaims with Thomas: 
“© My Lord and my God!” 

** | consider it a particular favour, that my Ananias lives in the same 
city with me; that he is my intimate friend, and a member of our 
vestry. He advises me, from his christian experience, in the name of 
the Lord; adoring and praising with me that Jesus, whose love and 
goodness fills all creation, before whom every knee shall bow of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, and every 
tongue confess, that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father; be- 
cause all power is given unto him, and he is the way, and the truth and 
the life. Pray for me, beloved brethren, that the light and power of 
divine grace may increase in him, who was once as Saul; that the Lord 
may bless the work of his hands, and the number of new born souls 
may be multiplied, worshipping the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the world. May the blessed Mediator bestow upon you his 
benediction! Peace be with you! Amen.” 


The Minister of the United Brethren’s Church at New-York, “ ac- 
knowledges with much gratitude, the receipt of $192 19, the amount 
of a collection in behalf of the Missions of the United Brethren among 
the Heathen, made in the Reformed Dutch Church, after a Sermon, 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Summerfield.” 





SELECTIONS FROM THE RECORDS 


SELECTIONS 
From the Records of the United Brethren?s Church. 
No. I. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WALDENSES. 


Frequent mention being made in the ancient history of the 
Brethren, of that society of Christians, commonly called Waldenses, 
it may be proper to introduce our extracts by inserting a brief abstract 
of their history. There is no certain account of their origin. It ap- 
pears most probable, that they had regularly descended from those, 
who in the apostles’ days, heard and believed the gospel. As long as 
those congregations, which, in the first ages of Christianity, had been 
gathered together in various countries, remained faithful to the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ and his apostles, they constituted the true Christian 
church, united in one spirit. But when, in process of time, and espe- 
cially after the heathen persecutions had ceased, the great body of 
Christians had deviated from the pure doctrines of the gospel, and pro- 
portionably declined in true piety, then all who saw and lamented the 
prevailing apostacy, sought fellowship with one another, covenanted 
together, faithfully to maintain the truths as revealed in the bible, and 
to make them the rule of their lives; and regulated their congregations 
according to the practice of the apostles. Being on these accounts 
hated and persecuted by the more degenerate Christians, they sought 
rest and shelter in remote and sequestered situations. In the eighth 
century, and according to some historians, much earlier, a considerable 
number of these upright people, who refused to participate in the daily 
increasing depravity of the Romish church, had taken up their abode 
in the deep vallies situated between the highest Italian Alps. Hence 
they obtained the name of Vallenses, or Valley-men. They and their 
posterity traced their doctrines, and the succession of their bishops 
from the apostles and the primitive Christian church. Original and 
authentic documents are indeed wanting to prove the date of the first 
formation of this remarkable society. Probably, in their first begin- 
nings, they did not commit their history to writing: and even supposing 
them to have done so, it would be no wonder, if, amidst the constant 
persecutions which they suffered from the Romish church, all their 
original records had been lost. It is, however, worthy of remark, that 
the testimony of their most inveterate enemies seems to confirm their 
apostolical origin. Among many other adversaries, was Reinerus 
Sachon, who lived in the thirteenth century. He lived for some time 
in fellowship with the Waldenses; but apostatizing from them, became, 
as is usual in such circumstances, their greatest enemy. This man 
writes as follows:— Among all sects or religious parties, separated 
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from the Romish communion, there is not one more dangerous than 
the Leonists, (a name given to the Waldenses) for the following three 
reasons: First, because this sect is older than any other. It existed, 
according to some, in the days of Pope Silvester, in the fourth century; 
and according to others, even in the days of the apostles. Secondly, 
because it is widely spread; for there is scarcely a country into which 
it has not found its way. Thirdly, because, while other sects create 
disgust by their blasphemous doc'rines, this has a great appearance of 
piety; as its members lead a righteous life among men, believe the 
truths concerning God and divine things, and retain all the articles of 
apostolic faith, only hating the Romish church and her clergy.” 

Ever since the middle of the twelfth century, the above mentioned 
Vallenses, have been called Waldenses, from their union with the fol- 
lowers of PeterWaldus; through whose means a great religious awa- 
kening took place in France. Waldus was arich and respectable mer- 
chant at Lyons. Being once on a party of pleasure with some friends, 
ithappened, that one of the company was seized with an apoplexy, 
and fell down dead. Waldus was thereby led to deep meditation con- 
cerning the state of his own soul, and became anxious to know, what he 
should do to be saved. He began diligently to read the scriptures, and 
by the enlightening of the Holy Spirit, attained to true conversion, and 
saving faith in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

He now proved his faith by works of love, not only supplying the 
temporal wants of the needy, but, in order to make known the truths 
of the gospel, expounding the scriptures to the inhabitants of Lyons, in 
their own language. The nnmber of eager hearers, who flocked to 
him from town and country, become so great, that it excited general 
attention, and stirred up much hatred and jealousy among the ignorant 
and dissolute Romish priests, which soon broke out into open persecu- 
tion. ‘Thus the Waldenses were dispersed through various countries. 
Many took refuge in Bohemia, and it is even said, that Waldus him- 
self accompanied the exiles thither, and died in that country. The 
Waldenses and Bohemians having united, enjoyed rest and peace for 
some time. Divine worship was conducted among them with regulari- 
ty; their assemblies being held, in some places privately, in others 
more publicly: they maintained good order and discipline; adminis- 
tered help, according to their ability, particularly to their dispersed 
Brethren in distant countries; and sent missionaries to England, Hun- 
gary, Brandenburg, Pomerania, and other places. Thus they proceed- 
ed quietly, and unobserved, for about two centuries, when, being be- 
trayed by the indiscreet conduct of two of their preachers, a dreadful 
persecution arose, and almost all of them were forced to fly into the 
neighbouring kingdoms. 


No. IL. 
JOHN HUSS, THE BOHEMIAN MARTYR. 


As the Unitas Fratrum, or the Unity of the Brethren, owes its origin 
to the genuine followers of this great man, who remained faithful even 
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unto death, it is but just that his memory should be held sacred, and 
gratefully recorded in the history of the Brethren’s Church. 

He was born of poor parents at a village, called Hussinez, in 1373, 
Having received some education at the public school of a neighbouring 
town, called Prachatiz, he became servant to a professor at Prague, 
who lent him some books, and assisted him in prosecuting his studies. 
Among other useful pursuits, he particularly delighted in church-his- 
tory and in the accounts of the old martyrs. In his twentieth year he 
became master of arts, and soon after was appointed professor of di- 
vinity in the ‘University of Prague. A citizen having just at that time 
built the church, called Bethlehem, with a view to the preaching of the 
gospel both in the German and Bohemian languages, John Huss was 
nominated minister of the same, in the year 1400. He was also 
chosen by the queen to be her father confessor. 

The writings of John Wickliff were introduced into Bohemia about 
this time. In the beginning, Huss was prejudiced against them, be- 
cause they had been condemned as heretical by the pope. But the 
more carefully he perused and compared them with the holy.scriptures, 
by which he was aceustomed to prove all things, the more his belief of, 
and insight into, evangelical truth, and his conviction of the evils, at- 
tending the superstitions and errors of the established church, increased. 
As long as he only preached against the sins prevailing at court and 
among the people, the clergy held him up as an excellent man, by 
whose mouth the Spirit of God himself would speak. But when he 
began to protest against the power of the popes, their sale of indulgen- 
ces and their excommunications, and to insist upon a thorough reform 
of so corrupted a church; declaring the scriptures to be the only rule 
of faith and life for a Christian, and proving that the Lord’s supper 
ought to be administered to the people according to the institution of 
our Saviour, he was immediately denounced by them as a mad heretic. 
In the beginning of his ministry, some courtiers of rank, who felt 
themselves offended by his free censure of their vicious conduct, com- 
plained of him to Wolbrant, archbishop of Prague, in presence of king 
Wenceslas. The prelate then answered, “ that Huss had taken an 
oath at his ordination, that he would speak the truth without respect of 
persons.” But when he began boldly to attack the vices of the supe- 
rior and inferior clergy, the archbishop himself applied to the king to 
silence him. Wenceslas, however, shrewdly answered by repeating 
the prelate’s own words—* Huss, you know, has promised at his ordi- 
nation, to speak the truth without respect of persons.” 

In this manner Huss zealously contended for the truth, defended 
Wickliff’s evangelical principles, and recommended to the students to 
read the bible and Wickliff’s works. Archbishop Sbinek, successor to 
Wolbrant, a man so very ignorant, that he took his first lessons in read- 
ing on his promotion to the see, caused Wickliff’s works to be pub- 
licly burnt, in order to render himself more acceptable to the pope. 

Huss retained, as heretofore, the love and respect of all the people, 
both on account of his pious conversation, and his zeal for the salva- 
tion of his hearers. In 1409 he was chosen rector of the University; 
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and as the Bohemian students had hitherto been oppressed by the Ger- 
mans, who were wholly devoted to the pope, he procured for them their 
original privileges. 

The opposition raised against Huss, led him into a more close ex- 
amination of the scriptures; by which bis faith in the truths of the 
gospel became more firmly established, his growth in the love and 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ more apparent, and his testimony 
more unequivocal and efficacious: the rage of the pope and his follow- 
ers against him, of course, increasing in proportion. In 1412, pope 
John XXIII. proclaimed remission of sins to all, who would assist him 
in his wars against two anti-popes and the king of Naples. John Huss 
most strenuously opposed this scandalous measure, and published doc- 
trinal theses against it. He was now summoned to appear before the 
pope’s tribunal at Rome; and when, by the persuasion of his friends, 
he declined it, the pope not only issued a decree of excommunication 
against him, but by a dreadful interdict prohibited all religious worship 
in the city of Prague. Huss met this heavy stroke with firmness, com- 
mended his-cause to Jesus Christ, the only head of the church, and 
wrote a solemn appeal to HIM. That he might, however, put a stop 
to the deplorable confusion which took place at Prague, in consequence 
of the popish excommunication, he quitted the city, and preached with 
great blessing in towns and villages, and in the open fields. Thus the 
knowledge of the gospel spread more and more; as the natural and 
never-failing consequence of the banishment of true believers.—See 
Acts viii. 1, 4. 

At length he was cited, in 1414, to appear and answer for his con- 
duct before the general council at Constance. ‘To this end, he obtain- 
ed from the Emperor Sigismund, a letter of safe-conduct, by which a 
safe passage to and from Constance, was solemnly promised to him. 
Before he set out, he exhorted his friends in Bohemia, steadily to per- 
severe in the truth, to remain immoveable in the faith of Christ, and 
to continue in prayer for him: for he immediately expressed his appre- 
hension, that he was going to meet heavy sufferings, and perhaps, even 
to die the death of a martyr. He set out on his journey with cheerlul- 
ness and courage, but had scarcely arrived at Constance, when, in 
spite of the emperor’s letter, he was thrown into a filthy dungeon, on 
pretence, that no man was bound to keep faith with a heretic: but even 
in this dark abode, Jesus, whom he loved and revered, remained his 
light, his comfort, and strong support; when awake, he was occupied 
with the contemplation of Christ’s love unto death, and his precious 
promises to his chureh, and even when asleep, his mind often dwelt 
upon the same glorious subject. Of this, a remarkable instance is re- 
corded: he dreamt, that he was in his church, called Bethlehem, and had 
drawn a figure of our Saviour upon the wall, which, however, was im- 
mediately obliterated by a stranger. Soon after, he saw some experi- 
enced artists coming in, who restored his drawing, and completed it in 
the best manner, insomuch that though the Romish bishops and priests 
did all in their power to erase it, they could not succeed; upon which, 
in the midst of his joy, he awoke. History afterwards furnished the 
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following interpretation of his dream: “‘ Huss preached in the church, 
called Bethlehem, and unceasingly portrayed Jesus before the eyes of 
his hearers, according to the best of his knowledge. After his death, 
his enemies seemed to succeed in obliterating the impressions made by 
his teaching, by expunging the doctrine of our Saviour; but there arose 
from among his true followers, the Unity of the Brethren, who by the 
instruction of the Holy Ghost, obtained still clearer views of the great 
doctrine of the atonement, and have not ceased, even to the present 
day, to set forth Jesus Christ both among Christians and heathens, 
after the example of the apostle Paul, Gal. iii. 1. as crucified among 
them. And may we not add, that this picture, the doctrine of the cross 
of Jesus, has become clearer and more distinctly exhibited through the 
power of God, even by the very opposition of those, who attempted to 
obliterate and destroy it.” 

Amidst the suffering scenes of his imprisonment, Huss did not cease 
to write to his friends and adherents in Bohemia, and his numerous 
edifying letters sufficiently prove his great love and care for them, his 
humble opinion of himself, and the comfortable assurance he felt of the 
favour of his God and Redeemer. He exhorted them, for the sake of 
Jesus’ passion, to stand firm in confessing the truth, and to pray to 
God, powerfully to strengthen and enable him to suffer martyrdom and 
death for his sake. 

Having been left to linger above half a year in confinement, he was 
at length, thrice presented to the council, and put upon his trial: he 
could scarcely utter a word, on account of the tumult and uproar made 
by his adversaries and judges on his appearance. No sooner did he 
open his mouth, than they cried him down with insulting and railing 
vociferation: he was accused of many errors, which had never entered 
his mind, much less his writings; for instance, that he had given him- 
self out to be the fourth person in the God-head. He declared, that 
what he had really taught, he believed from his heart, and begged ear- 
nestly, that, if he was wrong, he might be better instructed out of the 
word of God, and his errors confuted by the testimony of the holy 
scriptures. The council, however, would not enter with him upon the 
bible, but sometimes by threats, and at other times, by friendly admo- 
nitions and promises, sought to extort from him a solemn recantation 
of his doctrines. He declared, that he would rather submit to be burnt 
alive, than deny what he knew to be divine truth. His firmness being 
ascribed to obstinacy, he was condemned to the flames, as an incorrigi- 
ble arch-heretic. John von Chlun, his faithful friend, and a Bohemian 
baron, did not forsake him in this extremity. After Huss had been cast 
out and declared an heretic, he gave him, in presence of the emperor 
and the whole council, the right hand of fellowship, and accompanied 
him and the turnkey to the door of the dungeon, encouraging him in 
these words:— Be of good cheer; suffer yourself rather to be robbed 
of your life, than of the gospel.” 

When on the day of his death, the sentence was read to him in the 
Cathedral of Constance, in presence of the emperor and council, he 
knelt down, and after the example of our blessed Tord, and the first 
martyr Stephen, prayed God to forgive his enemies. Being asked for 
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the last time, whether he persisted in maintaining his doctrines, he 
answered: “ I now stand before the face of God, and I never can do 
what you require, without a violation of His honour and my own con- 
science.” Before he was led to the place of execution, he was solemn- 
ly presented to the whole council in his priestly habit, with the chalice 
in his hand, that he might be disgraced with special infamy. Being 
stripped of his habit, amidst dreadful imprecations, and the chalice 
snatched from him, he was pronounced an accursed Judas.—He repli- 
ed: “I place my trust in my Lord Jesus Christ, and know that he will 
never take from me the cup of salvation; yea, } firmly believe, that he 
will give it unto me this day in his kingdom.” A paper mitre, upon 
which devils were painted, being placed upon his head, he comforted 
himself with the reflection, that Jesus had been, in mockery, crowned 
with thorns. He was then delivered to the magistrates with these 
words: “ We deliver your body to the secular power, and your soul to 
the devil!” upon which he exclaimed: ‘“ O Lord Jesus! I commend 
my soul unto thee, for thou hast redeemed it.” On the road to the 
stake, he sung psalms and hymns, with such cheerfulness and firmness, 
that his enemies themselves confessed, that he went to death as if he 
were going to a wedding-feast. Thus this faithful confessor of the 
gospel ended his race in the flames, July 6, 1415, and sealed his testi- 
mony by martyrdom, in the forty-second year of his age. 

His faithful friend, Jerome of Prague, was also condemned by the 
council, on account of his open avowal of the truths of the gospel, and 


on May 30th, 1416, burnt alive on the very spot, where Huss had 
suffered. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 


Tue following contributions are acknowledged with much gratitude, 
by the agent for the department of the general mission concerns of the 
United Brethren, as having been received from the Ist of January to 
the $ist of December, 1821, in aid of said missions. 


A gentleman, in the State of Maine, for the benefit of the 
Widows of the Brethren’s Mission in Greenland, by N. 


Willis, - - . - - - - $5 00 
From a poor’s box at a boarding-house, at Litchfield, Con. 

for the poor widows and orphans in Greenland, - 5 00 
T., for the Mission in Greenland, - . - - 2 00 
Miss Eunice B. Whitney of Boston, collected ina nursery, 52 34 
Mr. Edward Probyn, $3—A Lady, $3, - - - - 6 00 
Rev. Philo. P. Stewart, - 2 00 
The Female Anne Missionary Society of Bethlehem, 

Penn. - - - - $00 00 





















































































































ADVENTURES OF 


Adventures of Maria Hoeth, 


Who departed this life at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in the year 1770. 


4 


(WRITTEN BY HERSELF. TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN.) 


*« | was born at Lichtenberg, in the province of Zweybruecken, in 
the year 1737. When I was eleven years of age, my parents emigra- 
ted to America with their whole family, and took up their residence at 
Philadelphia. ‘They were very much concerned for the spiritual in- 
terests of their children, and therefore sent us to the Brethren’s esta- 
blishment for the education of youth. Here I enjoyed many mercies, 
began to love Jesus as my Saviour, and often intreated him fervently 
and with tears, to save my poor soul. A love for the world and its 
amusements, however, arising in mine and my sisters’ hearts, my Father 
was induced to change his place of abode, and to remove beyond the 
Blue Mountains, to the north of Nazareth; because he there fancied us 
secure from every temptation. Here the Brethren paid us frequent 
visits, and their conversations tended to convince me of the necessity 
of a Saviour, to atone for my sins. Under these convictions, I thought 
1 should be most likely, to work out my salvation, if I went to live in 
one of the Brethren’s congregations. In 1755, my parents permitted 
me to visit Bethlehem. Here I felt so happy, that I applied to my 
parents and to the Brethren for permission to live there. ‘The former 
consented to my going, so soon as my mother could spare me. Scarcely 
had I returned to my parents, when we received the intelligence, that 
a war with the Indians had broken out. I begged my father most ear- 
nestly, to fly with his children to the Brethren’s settlements. But his 
answer invariably was, “ that he had vlways been kind to the Indians, 
and never injured them; he was therefore assured, they would do us 
no harm. I, however, lived under continual dread, particularly when- 
ever I perceived any Indians lurking in our vicinity. On receiving the 
news of the irraption on the Mahony, (see Loskiel’s History of the 
Brethren’s Mission among the Indians, Part Il. p. 166.) I urgently 
repeated my solicitations to my father, to effect his escape with us. 
But he remained inflexible. I finally acquiesced, but not without fear- 
ful apprehensions, that we should be murdered. A few days later only, 
while we were taking our supper, we heard the report of fire arms close 
to our house, My father, not supposing the savages so near, opened 
the front door of the house, in order to see, what was going on. The 
Indians immediately seized and murdered him. We, the children, 
with our mother, ran out through the back door. My mother, running 
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into the water, was shot dead. My youngest sister was likewise mur- 
dered; but myself and my two other sisters, the savages dragged along 
with them. 

“ Language is inadequate to describe my feelings, on seeing my 
dearly beloved mother and sister murdered before my eyes, and myself 
in the hands of merciless savages. Horror and despair seized my soul, 
when [ reflected on my situation. We were now compelled to travel 
with the Indians, regardless of the state of the roads and the weather, 
and suffered much cruel treatment. Being arrived at Tioga, wearied 
out, and in a miserable condition, I had to endure another severe trial,— 
the separation from my two sisters. I was brought into the house of 
an Indian, who treated me very harshly. He gave me nothing to eat, 
and if any body else offered me something, he would take it from me. 
At last, some savages, more humane than the rest, took compassion on 
me, and delivered me out of the hands of this barbarian, into those of 
an old Indian female, who adopted me for her daughter, in a very 
solemn manner, and in presence of many witnesses. Here I fared well 
enough, according to the Indian mode of living. The old woman treat- 
ed me as though I had been her own child, and her son acknowledged 
me as his sister. I was also permitted to visit one of my sisters at Fort 
Du Quesne. She, in the meantime, had married a Frenchman, who 
was much beloved among the Indians, and [ stuid three months with 
her, till my Indian brother came for me, pretending, that my mother 
longed for my return. 

** Soon after, it was suggested to me, to marry an Indian; which pro- 
posal I utterly rejected. They threatened to kill me, if I remained in- 
flexible. But I persisted in my resolution, fled into the woods, and 
there spent eight inclement days and nights in the snow. I wept, and 
prayed to God, my Saviour, for mercy and deliverance. My good In- 
dian mother often came to see me, and begged me with tears, to com- 
ply; because they would otherwise burn me, and then she would be 
bereft of herchild. But nothing could prevail upon me, to take a step, 
against which all my feelings revolted. At last, I was dragged out of 
the woods into the house, and sentence pronounced upon me, that | 
should be burntalive. I was resolved to hazard the utmost. Prepara- 
tions were immediately made;—they tied me to a tree, around which 
they piled a great deal of wood, which my Indian brother himself set 
fire to. When the wood began to blaze, and the smoke threatened to 
suffocate me, my resolution failed, and instantly I was set at liberty. I 
was brought back, with shouts of triumph, to the old woman, who was 
transported with joy at seeing me again. I was now bound to comply, 
and take the Indian for my husband. A wedding feast was soon pre- 
pared, at which, according to the Indian custom, every thing was trans- 
acted in avery solemn manner. My husband proved to bea very good 
natured man; he loved me, and treated me well. In the sequel, I be- 
came a mother; but some time after, my husband proposed to take me 
back to the white people, only retaining the child; to which I could not 
consent. However, I cherished the hope, that God himself would pro- 
vide ways and means for me, to escape from my present situation. 
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Indeed, Iam bound to confess to His praise, that He often richly com- 
forted my mind, when I was ready to sink under my troubles. 

« Atlast, He so ordered it, that my husband resolved to build a 
house at Goschgoschuenk, and to remove thither. But, when I mani- 
fested no inclination for the removal, he forsook me, and departed by 
himself. On the other hand, the old woman and myself removed to 
another place, nearer to Pittsburg. Here I began to consider serious- 
ly, how to effect my escape. This was done without difficulty, being 
permitted to visit the fort, as often as I pleased; nor did they suspect 
my design, because I had a child upon my hands. I therefore so ar- 
ranged matters, that I could escape in a waggon, which had brought 
provisions under a military escort, to Pittsburg; and the design happily 
succeeded. 

‘I then travelled to Lancaster, and after having recovered from an 
illness of three weeks duration, I went on to Bethlehem. It is impossi- 
ble for me, to describe the joy-I felt, on finding myself, with my child, 
in the midst of a Christian congregation. 

“© Never shall I forget the affection with which I was received, and 
the kind attention bestowed upon me, while there. My child, having 
been baptized, departed in 1762, to join the Church above. 

** Unto Thee, O my Saviour, be ascribed thanks and praises for the 
numberless proofs of Thy mercy, experienced throughout the whole 
course of my pilgrimage!” 

The subject of this narrative lived several years at Bethlehem, but 
was almost continually suffering from ill health. She ardently longed 
for the moment of her release from all evil, and attained to the end of 
her faith, April 15, 1770, in the 35th year of her age. 


SUPPLEMENT 


To Extracts from the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. April and May, 1822. 


GRACEHAM. 


On the 19th of May, the corner stone of a new church was laid at 
Graceham, a congregation of the United Brethren in the state of Ma- 
ryland. 


a ooo 


Domestic Mission among the Blacks, in North Carolina. 


The spiritual interests of the blacks, in the vicinity of our settlements 
in the Southern States, being a subject of discussion at the late Synod 
of the Brethren’s Church, the Provincial Conference at Salem, North 
Carolina, has commenced an attempt, to collect a little congregation 
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from among these negroes, who may, in process of time, be supplied 
with a missionary and a place of worship. Brother Steiner, of Salem, 
has preached to them several times, in the neighbourhood of that place. 
About 70 attended the first meeting, and the number subsequently in- 
creased. They are likewise instructed in the truths of the Christian 
religion, in a plain, catechetical manner, adapted to their capacity.— 
The blacks seem to rejoice in these attempts to serve them. Three 
coloured individuals, hitherto belonging to the congregation at Salem, 
are considered as the first communicants of this little flock, and at the 
next communion season in May, some female negroes from Hope were 
to be present as candidates for that sacred ordinance. 


NEW-FAIRFIELD. 


Letters from New-Fairfield, Upper Canada, dated the 10th and 80th 
of March, and the 9th of April, 1822, mention, that the excessive cold 
of the last winter had been succeeded by an uncommonly mild aad 
pleasant spring; and our Indians were detained in their sugar camps 
but a very short time. On the 6th of March, before they had returned 
to the town, and while, besides the missionaries, but a few aged fe- 
males were at home, a fire broke out in the house of the Indian bro- 
ther, Tobias, in the absence of the family; whereby the owner sus- 
tained a very severe loss. By dint of strenuous exertions, the fire was 
prevented from spreading through the town. The house destroyed, 
was one of the largest and best in the place. 

The meetings during the Passion-week and Easter, were numerously 
attended, and not without a happy effect, as was evinced by subsequent 
declarations. On the other hand, it was remarked with pain, that 
temptations to intemperance were rather increasing than diminishing. 

The school had been kept up regularly through the winter; the ma- 
jority of the children appeared to attend with pleasure, and their pro- 
gress in knowledge was encouraging. In March, ane 


travelling down the river, met a numerous assembly of ts, on 


a Sunday, and by their request, delivered a discourse. 


% 


ST. CROIX. 


Accounts from Friedensfeld, St. Croix, dated March 15th, 1822, 
represent the health of our Missionaries in the Danish Islands, to have 
been favourable. Sister Maehr had recovered from a dangerous illness. 
At the close of the year 1821, the negro-congregation at Friedensfeld 
consisted of 1504 members, of which number, 874 were communicants; 
to these add 307 children, and $36 candidates for baptism and admis- 
sion; total, 2147 souls. 
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Indeed, Iam bound to confess to His praise, that He often richly com- 
forted my mind, when I was ready to sink under my troubles. 

«“ Atlast, He so ordered it, that my husband resolved to build a 
house at Goschgoschuenk, and to remove thither. But, when I mani- 
fested no inclination for the removal, he forsook me, and departed by 
himself. On the other hand, the old woman and myself removed to 
another place, nearer to Pittsburg. Here I began to consider serious- 
ly, how to effect my escape. This was done without difficulty, being 
permitted to visit the fort, as often as I pleased; nor did they suspect 
my design, because I had a child upon my hands. I therefore so ar- 
ranged matters, that I could escape in a waggon, which had brought 
provisions under a military escort, to Pittsburg; and the design happily 
succeeded. 

*‘ I then travelled to Lancaster, and after having recovered from an 
illness of three weeks duration, I went on to Bethlehem. _ It is impossi- 
ble for me, to describe the joy I felt, on finding myself, with my child, 
in the midst of a Christian congregation. 

** Never shall I forget the affection with which I was received, and 
the kind attention bestowed upon me, while there. My child, having 
been baptized, departed in 1762, to join the Church above. 

** Unto Thee, O my Saviour, be ascribed thanks and praises for the 
numberless proofs of Thy mercy, experienced throughout the whole 
course of my pilgrimage!” 

The subject of this narrative lived several years at Bethlehem, but 
was almost continually suffering from ill health. She ardently longed 
for the moment of her release from all evil, and attained to the end of 
her faith, April 15, 1770, in the 35th year of her age. 


SUPPLEMENT 


To Extracts from the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. April and May, 1822. 


GRACEHAM. 


On the 19th of May, the corner stone of a new church was laid at 


Graceham, a congregation of the United Brethren in the state of Ma- 
ryland. 


—— 


Domestic Mission among the Blacks, in North Carolina. 


The spiritual interests of the blacks, in the vicinity of our settlements 
in the Southern States, being a subject of discussion at the late Synod 
of the Brethren’s Church, the Provincial Conference at Salem, North 
Carolina, has commenced an attempt, to collect a little congregation 
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from among these negroes, who may, in process of time, be supplied 
with a missionary and a place of worship. Brother Steiner, of Salem, 
has preached to them several times, in the neighbourhood of that place. 
About 70 attended the first meeting, and the number subsequently in- 
creased. They are likewise instructed in the truths of the Christian 
religion, in a plain, catechetical manner, adapted to their capacity.— 
The blacks seem to rejoice in these attempts to serve them. Three 
coloured individuals, hitherto belonging to the congregation at Salem, 
are considered as the first communicants of this little flock, and at the 
next communion season in May, some female negroes from Hope were 
to be present as candidates for that sacred ordinance. 


NEW-FAIRFIELD. 


Letters from New-Fairfield, Upper Canada, dated the 10th and 30th 
of March, and the 9th of April, 1822, mention, that the excessive cold 
of the last winter had been succeeded by an uncommonly mild and 
pleasant spring; and our Indians were detained in their sugar camps 
but a very short time. On the 6th of March, before they had returned 
to the town, and while, besides the missionaries, but a few aged fe- 
males were at home, a flre broke out in the house of the Indian bro- 
ther, Tobias, in the absence of the family; whereby the owner sus- 
tained a very severe loss. By dint of strenuous exertions, the fire was 
prevented from spreading through the town. The house destroyed, 
was one of the largest and best in the place. 

The meetings during the Passion-week and Easter, were numerously 
attended, and not without a happy effect, as was evinced by subsequent 
declarations. On the other hand, it was remarked with pain, that 
temptations to intemperance were rather increasing than diminishing. 

The school had been kept up regularly through the winter; the ma- 
jority of the children appeared to attend with pleasure, and their pro- 
gress in knowledge was encouraging. In March, BrothegeHaman, 
travelling down the river, met a numerous assembly of Methodists, on 
a Sunday, and by their request, delivered a discourse. 
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ST. CROIX. 


Accounts from Friedensfeld, St. Croix, dated March 15th, 1822, 
represent the health of our Missionaries in the Danish Islands, to have 
been favourable. Sister Maehr had recovered from a dangerous illness. 
At the close of the year 1821, the negro-congregation at Friedensfeld 
consisted of 1504 members, of which number, 874 were communicants; 
to these add 307 children, and 336 candidates for baptism and admis- 
sion; total, 2147 souls. 
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SURINAM. 


According to letters from the Brethren Genth and Graf at Parama- 
ribo, dated February 22d and 25th, 1822, the Mission there had been 
prospering throughout the last year, though discouragements had not 
been altogether wanting. In the course of a twelvemonth, 123 adults 
and children were baptized; two received as members of the congre- 
gation; three re-admitted; and 38 added to the number of communi- 
cants. Onthe other hand, 22 persons were excluded from church- 
fellowship. The negro-congregation consisted of 1023 members; 
which exhibits an increase of 54. Besides the above, about 160 blacks 
enjoyed the ministry of the Brethren. 

Brother Lutzke and his wife were sickly, since the beginning of De- 
eember; Brother Buck, though lamed in his hands, was still active in 
the service. 

On the 2ist of January, a public and solemn meeting, which was nu- 
merously attended, was held in the Brethren’s Church, at Paramaribo, 
in commemoration of the providential protection, experienced during 
the great fire in that city, on the above date, a yearago. (See Un. 
Br. Miss. Intell. No. I. page 37.) A general emotion was perceptible. 

Donations had been received from Holland, forthe relief of sufferers 
by that calamity, in which, a number of blacks, belonging to our Mis- 
sion, likewise participated. 


CENTURIAL JUBILEE. 


On the 16th and 17th of June, a Centurial Jubilee was celebrated in 
the United Brethren’s Church; an hundred years having elapsed, since 
the revival of the Church in its present form, by emigrants from Mora- 
via, settling near Berthelsdorf in Upper Lusatia, where they commen- 
ced the building of Herrnhut, June 17th, 1722. 
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